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Historians are (pretty much) unanimous, 
describing the events of Oct 31st 1517 as the 
start of the protestant Reformation, when 
Martin Luther sparked controversy and con-
versation with his Ninety-Five Theses. Popu-
lar historians illustrate the young and coura-
geous Augustinian monk, Luther, pounding 
his theses to the doors of All Saints’ Church 
in Wittenberg. A less sensationalized ac-
count has Luther simply sending this docu-
ment, with pastoral concern, to Albert of 
Brandenburg, who was the Archbishop of 
Mainz. Luther was concerned that the shab-
by theology of indulgences, their sale and 
sermons advertising their sale, would reflect 
poorly on the Archbishop’s reputation. It is 
well understood 
that Luther had 
no intention to so 
radically alter the 
course of history 
and western civi-
lization, nor to 
initiate the Refor-
mation with ex-
pressions of 
Christianity alter-
native to the Ro-
man Empire and 
papal authority.        

Maybe it’s just me, and maybe I shouldn’t 
be so cheeky, but when I hear the word 
Reformation I sometimes wonder, re-form to 
what? What was the initial formation that we 
re-form to: Was it when Jesus read from a 
scroll of Isaiah and declared the prophecy 
“fulfilled in your hearing” some two thou-
sand years ago (Luke 4:16-21)? Was it when 
Mary arrived at Jesus’ tomb and found it 
empty (John 20)? Was it when Peter, the 
first pope, preached a sermon that birthed the 
church (Acts 2)? Truth is, there is no ideal 
shape for the church today, nor throughout 
history. The church is always in a state of 
formation and reformation, what else would 
you expect from a bunch of saints and sin-

ners. Jory Micah is a theologian I follow on 
twitter. Recently she posted something I bet 
we’ve all considered: “Many non-Christian 
people I know are more loving & accepting 
than many Christians I know. This is what 
happens when religion replaces God.” This 
makes me think we need another refor-
mation. In part, because Jory is absolutely 
right, in part also because Jory is absolutely 
wrong. She is right because some Christians 
are not as loving and accepting as one might 
hope or expect. I would say we fall short of 
the liberated living afforded to us by the 
grace and glory of God. She is wrong be-
cause Christians are not called to corner the 
market of kindness and acceptance; and the 
assumption that we ought to somehow be 
better, more loving or accepting than others, 
entirely misses the scope, the breadth and 
depth and mystery of the Christian faith ac-
cording Christ’s teaching. I say we are called 
to be co-creators with God and as “little 
christs” to each other.  Which is nice to say, 
but what does it mean? Let's get back to ba-
sics, let's get back to the Bible.  

The protestant Reformation did not occur 
as the result of a tent revival or a flashy new 
program; it happened (kinda) by mistake, it 
happened because the timing was right, it 
happened because God is in charge, and be-
cause a German monk simply studied 
God’s Word. The Lutheran World Federa-
tion (LWF) has published what is being 
called the “Reformation Challenge” in com-
memoration of the Reformation’s 500th anni-
versary year. Leading up to this historic year 
just imagine what could happen now, to-
day, if we simply read our Bibles! What 
could happen if we committed to reading 
a chapter a day (from Reformation Sun-
day 2016 to Reformation Sunday 2017)! 
What could happen if our devotions were all 
the same scripture - would conversation en-
sue, and accountability and deeper connec-
tion to God and each other? Or would we 

...see Re/Forming - page 2 
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Sing to the Lord a new song.  
God’s praise in the assembly of the faithful.  

Let Israel be glad in its Maker; … 
Let them praise God’s name with dancing.  

Making melody to God with tambourine and lyre.  
Psalm 149:1-3  

 
Singing Our Lives – Part 2  

At this past summer’s National Anglican-Lutheran Worship 
Conference, Formation & Reformation: Worship, Justice, and 
God’s Mission, presenter The Rev. Dr. Stephen Larson posed 
several questions as he began his first keynote address.  

These questions stirred up my memory and caused me to re-
flect. Questions like: What is the first childhood prayer that you 
remember? What was your earliest awareness of the liturgy? 
When did you memorize hymns? Who are your musical men-
tors? Your liturgical mentors? What is the most meaningful sea-
son or day of the church year for you? What are your favorite 
hymn, carols, songs?  

This last one sent me on a deep trip down memory lane. There 
are so many I thought. In fact, I have a list of favorites. “Children 
of the Heavenly Father” sung at every family funeral that I can 
remember. “Joy to the World” proclaimed on the Eve of Christ-
mas. “Beautiful Saviour” sung without accompaniment and in 
four-part harmony…or more. The beauty and simplicity of 
“Jesus, Remember Me.” “Holy, Holy Holy” sung in Spanish and 
with friends from Colombia or El Salvador. Oh, the list goes on!  

Over the course of my lifetime these texts and melodies have 
shaped my faith. I’ve sung them “by heart,” in the heart, and 
from the heart. Through the practice of singing, the dispositions 
and beliefs expressed in the words of the hymns – gratitude, 
praise, trust, lament, joy, hope – have been knit into my body, as 
integral parts of the theology by which I live.  

These hymns and songs are carried – profoundly – deeply – 
within my bones.  

This formation of an embodied theology happens whenever 
congregations sing, even though they do so in a great variety of 
ways from one culture to another – from one congregation to 
another.  
Read and Reflect: Colossians 3:16  

Discuss and Reflect: What in this reading leads you to say, “I 
wonder about…”, or, “I noticed…”  

Consider sharing (and singing) a song from childhood that is 
part of your faith tradition. What is the most powerful memory 
the song evokes? What does it say about the faith of your child-
hood? Are there connections to the faith of your adulthood? Re-
flect on the various ways in which music is sung in worship. 
Comment on the following: “Over the course of my lifetime 
these texts and melodies have shaped my faith.”  
Pray together: Maker of creation's choir, you sing the Song of 
Love to us. Breathe your Spirit into our singing until the rhythm 
of your mercy shapes all our music-making and we join with one 
another to give you thanks and praise. Amen. (Susan Briehl)  

The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so 
that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit 
(Romans 15:13).  

In Christ Jesus – Shalom,  
+Larry  

The Rev. Dr. Larry Kochendorfer, Bishop  
Synod of Alberta and the Territories  

Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada  
Spirit-Led Leadership - Hope-Filled Discipleship - Innova-

tive Tradition - Collaborative Partnerships  

Bishop’s Message 
September 2016 Message for Congregations and  

Lay and Rostered Leaders  
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ –  

Throughout 2016 I invite you to reflect with me on the 
theme of “Practicing Our Faith” as you gather for church 
council, adult study, youth group, coffee group, choir 
rehearsal and are engaged in learning, discernment and 
reflection together. Dorothy Bass has edited an excellent 
resource published several years ago by Jossey-Bass, 
Practicing Our Faith, which I will be using as a primary 
resource. Together with Don Richter, Dorothy Bass has 
also edited a second book, Way to Live: Christian Prac-
tices for Teens, published by Upper Room Books, which 
is also an excellent resource. Each article includes a 
Scripture reference, thematic reflection, questions for 
consideration, and a prayer. Part 1 was available May 
2016 (http://albertasynod.ca/wp-content/
uploads/2012/02/May-2016-Message-for-Congregations-
and-Lay-and-Rostered-Leaders.pdf).  

become holier Christians and pat ourselves on the back 
for our good work of holy Bible reading? Of confes-
sion Luther once said, “how could I confess all my sins 
without committing the sin of pride in so doing?”  This 
reformation challenge is the same challenge that al-
ways confronts us in our Christian walk. We make mis-
takes, we try our best, we have ups and downs, we are 
kind and friendly, we are mean and grumpy, we are 
humble and proud, we are saint and sinner, we are dis-
ciples… which we often think of as follower, but 
"disciple", mathetes in Greek, is better translated as 
'student' or 'pupil'. Like students, we disciples of Christ 
pass and fail, we make mistakes, we learn, we take 
some steps forward and some steps backward… and in 
all our endeavors we are led by the Holy Spirit and 
God’s grace abides.  

The first formation of the church has never ended, 
thus, we are always in a state of reformation, just as 
creation is always in the state of being created. My 
hope is that we as a church and community can be unit-
ed in our readings, that we can promise to God and 
ourselves to be more intentional about reading the Bi-
ble, and to approach this reformation challenge with 
faith and the humility to be re-formed and shaped by 
God’s word.  Our readings will be made available in 
many ways: on the church website, on a poster in the 
atrium and in our bulletins. We can take on this chal-
lenge together and see where it leads us. “The Bible is 
alive, it speaks to me; it has feet, it runs after me; it has 
hands, it lays hold of me.” — Martin Luther  

Pastor Jason 

...Re/Forming from page 1 
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The tattoo is new. It shows a heart and a name: Chrystal. 
That’s the name of the daughter of Chris, one of our neigh-
bours living outside the church. “I haven't seen her for a long 
time,” he told me, “and I still miss her. I hope one day we 
will be in contact again.” Chris has been homeless for two 
years now. “I don’t deserve to be living outside. I have al-
ways worked, the last 15 years for example, at a car wash 
company.”  

But Chris broke his shoulder in an accident, surgeries fol-
lowed as well as a long time of convalescence. “I was not 
able to pay my rent anymore and suddenly I found myself 
living underneath a tree close to the McDonald’s on Gateway 
Boulevard, ready to give up.”   

 Pierre found Chris at the end of October 2015 and invited 
him to move to Trinity Lutheran Church: “Hey, I got a spot 
for you and you are most welcome there. It’s a good place 
with friendly people and you will get better. I have some 
blankets for you as well.” 
 Chris joined Pierre at the front of Trinity Lutheran Church. 
At first, they only stayed during nights, but slowly they ex-
tended their living by setting up a very small church camp: 
“This is a sacred place, this is holy ground,” Chris says with 
tears in his eyes, “and people here are very friendly and sup-
portive . . . well, most of them.”  

While we were talking, a black BMW parked and a well-
dressed gentleman jumped out, holding two cups of coffee 
and a bag of doughnuts in his hands. “Breakfast, guys,” he 
shouted. He delivered his food and off he went again. “The 
only wish I have are four walls around me,” Chris continues 
while enjoying his coffee and maple doughnut, “but I want to 
stay in this area. I am at home here.”  

“Yeah,” Pierre interrupts him, “we are two grumpy old 
guys, but we like to be this church’s guardians by day and its 
gargoyles by night.”  

Pierre has been living around the church, including in the 
back alley, for about 16 years. He was born in a small village 
in Quebec, where his parents lived on a farm. Pierre’s father 
was a veterinarian and his mother worked as a nurse. Pierre 
remembers very well travelling with his father, visiting the 
farms in Quebec. “Since then, I really like animals. I used to 
play with dogs and cats at different farms and helped my fa-
ther to give birth to calves and foals.” 

 Pierre went to Elementary School, Secondary School and 
finally to the CEGEP (Collège d'enseignement général et pro-
fessionnel), sometimes known in English as a “General and 
Vocational College.” He was very good at playing football 
and wanted to become a physical education teacher. But an 
injury prevented him from following his passion and making 
sport a career, so he decided to study French literature. He 
finished his degree and started to work as a proof reader. 

“Well, and then,” Pierre hesitates, “I moved to Edmonton 
and worked in different jobs: in a German butchery, as a bar-
tender, and for a roofing company.” Pierre remains silent for 
a long time, obviously lost in his memories. “I slept in the 
back alley of this church and remember Audrey from “House 
of Imports” very well. For a while I lived in the ravine but 
decided to move back to the church again and lived under-
neath the juniper bushes first. This is my home. Pierre looks 
at me: “Please don’t ask me to leave.”  

Imagine yourself having little or no privacy, being regular-
ly asked by the police for your identification, being forced to 
hide your living space, encountering people who do danger-
ous things or just act crazy and you cannot hide, being sepa-
rated from your children, receiving rejection and hostility 
from most people, trying to get off the street but not being 
able to, having your possessions stolen or ruined on a regular 
basis, constantly lacking money for your basic needs - and 
when you do get some money, you sometimes use it poorly - 
and finally, imagine yourself spending more time giving up 
than hoping.  

 There are many reasons why people become home-
less. Domestic abuse is the number one reason for women 
with children. Some people live on the street or in their cars 
because they have lost their job or received a “no cause” 
eviction. People become homeless because of addiction is-
sues, because of mental illness and a lack of a support net-
work.   

The 2014 Edmonton Homeless Count was organized by 
Homeward Trust and a total of 2,252 people were included 
on the list. Preliminary results show that 48% of those count-
ed were in an emergency shelter and 13% were in a short-
term housing facility.  

Emergency shelter numbers include an estimate of families 
and individuals who cannot access shelters and were in hotel 
accommodation paid for by Alberta Works or Assured In-
come for the Severely Handicapped. Furthermore, 19% were 
sleeping rough (in parks, on the street, etc.), while 20% were 
provisionally accommodated, meaning they had no perma-
nent residence and were either living temporarily with friends 
or family, at an addictions treatment facility, or in other tem-

...see Heart and a Name - page 4 

Only a heart and a name:  
Living on the streets of Edmonton  
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porary situations. Aboriginal people in Edmonton are 9 times 
more likely to be experiencing homelessness than the overall 
population. Moreover, those who are homeless are more 
likely to be sleeping rough or be provisionally accommodat-
ed (in a motel, hotel, or couch-surfing), while non-
Aboriginal people are more likely to be in a shelter or short-
term housing. (To learn more, please visit:http://
www.homewardtrust.ca) 
 Pierre and Chris are counted as “sleeping rough” though 

they would not 
agree. People 
of our church 
and from the 
neighbourhood 
take care of 
them by 
providing mats 
and blankest, 
sleeping bags 
and jackets, as 
well as boots 
and woollen 
socks. Tenants 
of Trinity 

House are collecting gift certificates for a free hamburger at 
A&W or feeding both with soup and sandwiches. As the 
women from some businesses around our church leave their 
businesses and walk to their cars, they are thankful for Pierre 
and Chris’ presence in the evening. “I feel safer when they 
are around,” one of these ladies said.  

 In 2013, Pope Francis issued a mission statement that out-
lined his hope that the Catholic Church would become more 
merciful to the needy and less confined and clinging to its 
own security. He wrote “I prefer a church which is bruised, 
hurting and dirty because it has been out on the streets, ra-
ther than a church which is unhealthy from being confined 
and from clinging to its own security . . .”  

In my opinion, Trinity 
Lutheran Church is tak-
ing the risk of getting 
“bruised, hurting and 
dirty” by being out there 
on the streets. However, 
it takes compassion, 
understanding, and re-
spectful behaviour on 
both sides. Pierre and 
Chris are leaving their 
footprints around the 
church because life in 
the open means being 
watched and judged by 
what you are doing. 
During this summer, we 
met twice with our 
homeless neighbours, 
police, representatives 
from the community garden, council, as well as with out-
reach workers from Boyle Street in order to understand each 
other’s challenges and boundaries.  

It seems that the relationship we have built and are build-
ing does have impact on the quality of life and happiness 

both in Pierre’s and Chris’ lives as well as in the lives of the 
people who care. It was the comfort of having a church 
home that made Chris spend more time on hoping than on 
giving up. We have approached people from Homeward 
Trust and Boyle Street who are now searching for the four 
walls Chris has been dreaming of. At the time of writing my 
article, Chris is waiting for the landlord’s agreement.  

 Pierre, being homeless for 16 years, started to dream anew 
as well, encouraged by the staff at Homeward Trust. Just as 
he saved Chris from giving up, Chris now is encouraging 
Pierre to move into an apartment. “I might need a balcony,” 
Pierre remarks, “for the first weeks I will probably still want 
to sleep outside, but in the longer run . . .” and he smiles.  

 Thanks be to God.  
 Pastor Ingrid  

Heart and a Name - from page 3 

"RE/form: the shape of the church" 
"RE/form: the shape of the church" is the theme of this 

issue of the Trinity Team. We want to ask what "church" 
should look like, highlight changes we are seeing at Trini-
ty, and, in the spirit of the Reformation, seek to be re-
shaped by God. 

The changes we are seeing at Trinity are not those we 
associated with a growing and vibrant church in the past.  
Our membership numbers and our worship attendance con-
tinue to slowly decline.  In the past, our own groups and 
auxiliaries were the dominant users of our facilities; now 
our space is used more than ever but much of the use 
comes from outside groups.  We have two homeless men 
who sleep in front of Luther Centre, but many of us have 
no idea who they are or why they’re there.  The flower 
beds in front of the church have become a garden. Home-
less people are becoming more common and more visible 
everywhere on the south side [AW: no increase around 
Trinity in the last few years, and fewer in the park since it 
was fenced].  Even our beliefs are being assailed; we are 
having conversations within our church that were certainly 
not issues for open discussion among Christians when our 
congregation was founded.  

While we may at first be inclined to bemoan these chang-
es, we need to question if they are negatives, or not rather 
reasons to celebrate. In the past we thought that “mission” 
was something we planned and did as the church, and we 
prayed that God would use our efforts to His glory.  But 
God is constantly at work in the world, and often the 
church is slow to get involved.  Throughout history God 
has chosen unlikely people and events to do his work.  
From Abraham, a childless old man, right through to Mary, 
an ordinary unwed girl, God has worked in unexpected 
ways.     

My daughter, Pastor Anna, uses a key question that I 
think beautifully captures this new understanding of 
“mission”: 

“What is God doing around us and how can we partici-
pate?” 

May this issue of the Team give you a new insight into 
the work we see God doing around us and prompt you to 
ask yourself how you can participate in re-forming our 
church. 

Further, we hope that we can help you see how God is 
indeed at work through us and how His work in our midst 
is something we should celebrate. 

Frank Thede, Team Publisher  
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Thoughts from Across the Lane 
By Nowlane Milner 

During our last communication meeting I was filled with joy 
by the reading of First Peter 5: 1-3:  
I, who am an elder myself, appeal to the church elders among 
you. I am a witness to Christ's suffering, and I will share the 
glory that will be revealed. I appeal to you to be shepherds of 
the flock that God gave you and to take care of it willingly, as 
God wants you to, and not unwillingly. Do the work, not for 
the mere pay, but from a real desire to serve. Do not try to 
rule over those who have been put in your care, but be exam-
ples to your flock.  
Some people are born to lead and others God has taught to 
become a leader. I would like to tell you a story about three 
young women God chose to become leaders and that have 
influenced me. 
  

The first young woman’s name was A. A’s birth was a 
smooth delivery but she had difficulty in breathing at her 
birth. A’s parents and sister were so happy to hear her crying 
as a welcoming sign of life. She was an inquisitive child al-
ways asking “WHY”. She batted her lashes and lowered her 
eyes, faking a bashful smile when she wanted something. No 
one could resist, least of all her father. Her curiosity and hu-
mour made her the perfect hostess to her girlfriends. As a 
child she would get herself into trouble for being a chatterbox 
during her classes, having to take an extra class on the week-
end. 

The second young woman I would like to tell you about is 
named J. When her mother got pregnant she just knew that 
she was going to have a girl. At the baby shower, there was 
the old custom of taking a necklace test. You take the neck-
lace and attach your wedding band to it, like a pendant. You 
place it over the mother’s belly and if it moves back and forth 
it’s a boy, but if it goes in a circle then it’s a girl. As it circled 
over her stomach the mother-to-be couldn’t be happier. J was 
born the youngest in the family. She would want the same 
things as her older sister. J loved to play with her dolls but 
also played soccer with her twin brothers. 

The third young woman I would like to tell you about is M. 
When M was born coming into this world kicking and 
screaming, her father couldn’t pay for a hospital, so it was a 
home birth by a neighbour. When her father told his cousin 
her name he laughed. Shortly after her birth they moved from 
a small community into a bigger town where her father 
worked as principal. M literally grew up in a school. She won 
many prizes for her schoolwork. She also liked to read. She 
had a bad habit of taking things that didn’t belong to her and 
her parents told her of the shame they felt. She apologized for 
what she had done along with the promise to never to do it 
again. 

Now that you’ve read a little bit about each of these three 
young women, I want to tell you why I admire each of them. 
Their parents will tell you that they had a head of beautiful 
brown hair, eyes that sparkled when they smiled and a grand-
ma who prayed every time they went out for them to be safe. 
Even though of different faiths and from different parts of the 
world, the families all faced financial burdens and a couple of 
them lost their family business. They were discriminated 
against for being who they were, and told, "you are not wel-
come here."  

Yet each of the girls never lost their spirit to face their ene-

mies, even when their lives were threatened because they 
educated themselves against ignorance and terrorism. God 
called upon these women and asked them to stand up, to 
speak out and educate others. Add goodness to their faith, 
knowledge, self-control, endurance, and wisdom beyond their 
years. They were honest about themselves. They are filled 
with dreams for their futures. They don’t hold any anger to-
ward those who hurt them. They are grateful to God for giv-
ing them a gift, the possibility of developing who they are 
though writing. These are just some of the qualities I have 
read about each of these 15-year-old women. Now I wish to 
tell you who these women are.  

The first young woman is Anne 
Frank, born June 12, 1929 in Frank-
furt, Germany, and died Mid-March 
1945 in Auschwitz. Her life story still 
influences anyone who has read her 
book, Anne Frank: The Diary of a 
Young Girl. In March 2017 it will be 
70 years in publication. The diary 
gives the reader a rare look into 
Anne’s life. As she struggles to have 
a voice through her writing you read 
about a life without friends and the 
arguments between mother and 
daughter. She loved her parents dear-
ly and knew that she could depend on 
them. She tells what it’s like to live in constant fear, her first 
crush, yet still having hope and dreams for when the war 
over. 

Another book, Anne Frank–The Bi-
ography by Melissa Muller, based on 
the recollections of Anne's father Otto 
Frank and other survivors, tells us 
about Anne’s childhood, her family, 
and what happened to the group of peo-
ple in hiding. After they were betrayed 
and arrested, they had to travel to a 
holding prison camp. Anne did not care 
that the trip was by third class tain car; 
she was so mesmerized to see the 
world around her for the first time in 25 
months.  They were interrogated, 
shipped to Auschwitz in a cattle car, and separated from each 
other. The book tells what happened in the concentration 
camp and what is known about their deaths. We also learn 
about what happened to everyone the Franks contacted for 
help, and what happened to everyone after the war.  

The second young woman is Jazz Jennings, born October 6, 
2000 in Florida, USA. Jazz was born as a boy but knew she 
was a girl by the age of two, and by the age of five it was 
clear to her family that she was a girl. They loved her for be-
ing her authentic self no matter what others may say or think. 
In 2014 Jazz was voted one of 25 most influential teens in 
Peoples Magazine. Not much is really known about the fami-
ly because they use an alias to protect them from threats on 
their daily lives.  

In her books I am Jazz: A children's book and Being Jazz-
My life as a Transgender Teen, Jazz teaches us about being 

...see Thoughts - page 6 
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transgender and the discrimination 
she faces every 
day. She is segre-
gated from using 
the girl’s bathroom 
at school, having 
to go to the nurse’s 
office all the way 
across the school 
or pee in her pants. 
Jazz was not al-
lowed to play in 
any soccer league. She could prac-
tise with the team but not play in 
the game itself. We learn how she 
experienced verbal abuse from stu-
dents off the school grounds, or 
what it’s like being on a reality TV 
show called ” I am Jazz”. Jazz is a 
spokesperson for LGBT (Lesbians, 
Gays, Bi-sexual and Transgender) 
teens in the US. Native Americans 
call LGBT "two spirits" - those who 
are blessed. Jazz was able to sit 
down with President Obama and 
discuss the issues that face the 
LGBT community. 

The third young woman is Malala 
Yousafzai; she was born on July 12, 
1997 in Mingora Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa in the Swat Valley, a Tali-
ban-occupied area of Pakistan. On 
Tuesday October 9, 2012 she was 
shot in the head by two members of 
the Taliban. Malala spoke out for 
the education of women around the 
world with presidents and world 
Leaders. In 2014 she was voted one 
of 25 most influential teens by Peo-
ples Magazine. She is also the 
youngest winner of the Nobel Peace 
Prize. Malala was invited by HRH 
the Queen of England to sit down 
and talk about educating women. 

She wrote I am Malala: The girl 
who stood up for Education and 
was shot by the Taliban. Wow!! 
This was the hardest book for me to 
read. Malala gives you a complete 
history of her beloved Pakistan be-

fore the Taliban.  We learn about 
the bombings 
and the war 
between the 
Pakistan army 
and the Taliban 
after 9/11. One 
day she saw her 
younger brother 
digging a hole 
and she ran and 
asked him 
“What are you doing?”. He an-
swered, “I’m digging a hole for my 
death so when the Taliban come I’ll 
be ready!”, as part of a game a 
game "Army & Taliban" he played 
with friends.  

After he had seen a suicide bomb-
er killing 50 people in an open mar-
ket, Malala’s father taught her to 
read the Koran and learn what it 
really means, not what someone 
else tells you. He also quoted a 
German pastor, Martin Niemöller, 
who was a prisoner in Germany 
during the World War II. Malala 
talks about her faith. She believes 
in her whole heart her faith will 
protect her as she gives her voice to 
the right of women to being educat-
ed. 

This is what Pastor Martin Nie-
möller (1892-1984) said, translated 
in the early 1950’s: 

First they came for the Socialists, 
and I did not speak out— 

because I was not a Socialist. 
Then they came for the Trade 

Unionists, and I did not speak out— 
because I was not a Trade Union-

ist. 
Then they came for the Jews, and 

I did not speak out— 
because I was not a Jew. 
Then they came for me—and 

there was no one left to speak for 
me. 

...Thoughts from page 5 

Fun Stuff from  
the Social Justice Committee 

Jeff Gusdal 

Refugee Sponsorship 
Trinity Lutheran and Holy Trinity Anglican 
have combined our fundraising resources and 
have over $30,000 available to sponsor a refu-
gee family from Syria.  Unfortunately, after 
Canada reached the 25,000 quota in January of 
this year, the government stopped fast-tracking 
refugee sponsorships from Syria, and both the 
Lutheran and Anglican agreement holders have 
no more spots available to sponsor a family in 
2016.  Therefore, we may have to wait until 
2017 to initiate the sponsorship process alt-
hough we continue to pursue all options.  We 
will keep you informed as to our progress. 
In the meantime, we remind people that Syrian 
refugees that have arrived in Canada sponsored 
by the government are having a more difficult 
time, as they did not have a sponsorship group 
to help them on their arrival.  If you feel called 
please consider volunteering with either Catho-
lic Social Services or the Mennonite Central 
Committee, who both link volunteers with fam-
ilies that could use some support.   
Join a new team! 
Council has approved the formation of a team 
to look at improving the energy efficiency of 
our church building.  The objective of this pro-
ject will be to lower our energy consumption, 
thus improving our stewardship of Creation and 
the financial gifts that keep our building run-
ning.  It is also hoped that this project will in-
spire church members and the community out-
side our walls to consider conservation that is 
both good for the planet and the pocket book.  
We will be looking at building envelope up-
grades, control system upgrades, lighting and 
other appliance efficiency, and solar panels.  If 
you have expertise and/or enthusiasm for this 
type of thing contact Jeff (780 240 7919 or 
jgusdal@shaw.ca) and join the team! 
Food Bank   
Trinity continues to operate a food bank depot 
and we are always looking for volunteers.  The 
commitment is only a couple of hours per 
month.  If you are interested contact Stephen 
(food bank coordinator) at  
mcpl4life@shaw.ca. 
Community Dinners 
From October 2016 June 2017 Trinity hosts a 
free community dinner on the 1st and 3rd Tues-
days of the month.  These suppers are provided 
by different church groups from the area, and 
Trinity takes a turn about four or five times a 
season.  This involves preparing and serving 
food and then clean up afterwards.  The objec-
tive of this meal is to build relationships in the 
community and everyone is welcome.  If you 
would like to help out with this initiative con-
tact Rosanne at rosannethede@gmail.com. 

Special Thank You to our Summer Musicians 
Trinity would like to extend a special Thank You to the following musi-
cians who came to Trinity this summer to share special music in the ser-
vices. We thank God for your gift of music. Thank you to: Mya Colwell, 
Maren Elliott, Adam Franzke + his quintet, Monica Grove + her Baroque 
group, Anika Guillaume, Siri Gusdal, Christina + Marcus Kant, Mark 
Knöfel, Jenna + Jonah + Maya Koller, Cherie Larson, Aemilia Moser, Na-
than McDonald, Aidan Peacock, Ethan Pichlyk, Nathan Wong and to the 
Bluegrass folks.   And an extra special thank you to Cherie Larson for us-
ing all of her contacts and talents to arrange for, rehearse with and accom-
pany the musicians. 
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Look you see, 
We look different you and me. 
You are tall and I am small.  

But on the inside, 
Where one cannot see, 
We have the exact same tiny spark, you 
and me.  
It is something very special we share. 

This tiny spark in you and me, 
Connects my heart to you, and your heart 
to me.  
It is the same spark you see. 
We are All One; you and me. 
We are WE. 

Oh this tiny spark is very precious. 
It was given to us with great care.  
Place your hands on your heart. 
Be very still. 
Then you can feel it there.  

But when we are sad, lonely, hurt or 
scared. 
We feel alone; 
 like a tree 
 like a number 1 
 like a big letter I 

We forget that you are connected to me 
We forget that I am connected to you. 
We forget we have the exact same tiny 
spark, you see. 
We forget it is something very special we 
share. 

You and me. 
We are WE. 
We are All One you see; 
 like the circle 
 like the earth 
 like the sun 

What is this tiny spark, 
Which holds us together like glue? 
This spark which is tiny, strong, and true? 

Why it is the Holy Trinity! 
The Holy Trinity is all LOVE. 
It LOVES you. 
It LOVES me.  
It LOVES WE. 

And with our tiny sparks of Holy Trinity 
Let us join hands with every human heart.  
Let us feel and experience our tiny spark.  
Together WE will form the biggest circle 
of LOVE, 

And light our earth from below to above.  

Then we will surely know, 
Our hearts are truly made of sparks of 
LOVE, 
And no one was ever meant to be alone. 

There is a tiny spark of LOVE in you and 
me. 
Which connects my heart to you, 
And connects your heart to me. 
We have the exact same tiny spark, you 
see. 
It is something very special we share. 

It loves you. 
It loves me. 
It loves WE. 

“I LOVE you”, it whispers in your heart 
always (alWEs) 

ALL ONE 
O 
ALL WON 

“One for All and All for One” 
The Three Musketeers 

 

Growing in Faith 
Since we are justified by Faith we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ -  Romans 5:1 

Alone or All One 

Reform	One’s	Thinking	
As frustrating as the English language is sometimes, it 

strikes me as a mystery language, which enables great play on 
words and can shed some light on the great mystery of Christ. 
In playing with the words it can lead one to understand that 
every human heart on this earth is connected to each other and 
to the great mystery of Christ, in the Father and with the Holy 
Spirit. That is what this poem is about. And in our inner dark-
est moments of fear and illusion is when we can truly experi-
ence Christ. And here is a great paradox: by going inward 
alone, it will reveal our connectedness to LOVE, which is in 
all. All One.  

Consider this from John 1:1-5 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 

and the Word was God. He was with God in the beginning. 
Through him all things were made; without him nothing was 
made that has been made. In him was life, and that life was 
the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, but the 
darkness has not understood it. (We are the darkness.) 

And as far as the Holy Spirit is concerned, John 14:16-17 
And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another 

Counsellor to be with you forever --- the Spirit of truth. The 
world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor 
knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will 
be in you.  

Question: When we are in our darkest moments of fear, in 
our deepest pain, when we are at our end, when we feel totally 
alone; will Christ, in the Father and with the Holy Spirit, be 
there for me? In one word: YES. Regardless of whom you are 
and what religion you follow, this truth, this light is our spark 

of love and is planted in every human heart, and is always 
there. This is the saving grace of the world. We are meant to 
truly experience Christ incarnating within us. Christ is our 
inner, living, loving, intuition. The words of the Bible are 
guides to the real truth, the real word, living in your heart: 

Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal Christ, truth, in your heart. 
Seek to surrender your fear, power, control, reason and will. 
Let Christ take the reins for a while and step into the un-
known. TRUST.  
Knock, take a still moment, and the door of your heart will 
be opened for you.  Sense your inner intuition, the living 
Christ. TRUST. Let it lead you to thoughts, words, actions 
and people to help you heal fear, pain and illusion. The path 
is rough and mistakes will be made but it will bring you 
compassion, forgiveness, peace and wholeness. It is a life 
long process.  
A reformation in thinking: A Christian is one who listens to 

and trusts their inner, living, loving intuition, truth, over and 
above their fears and illusions. In this respect, one's age, sex, 
race, colour, religion does not matter. Christ is universal. We 
are all connected. We are All One. 

Go inside and let Christ, in the Father and with the Holy 
Spirit, guide you to a grateful way, a blessed life and to the 
truth of who you are and meant to be.  

Blessings, 
Barbara Ritter 
PS. A special thanks to David Rust for sharing Baxter Kru-

ger’s talks called “IN” on YouTube with me, which encour-
ages one to take the Holy Trinity to heart.  
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Our Church Family 
How wonderful it is, how pleasant, for God’s people to live together like brothers and sisters - Psalm 133:1  

Mark Your Calendar 

September 18 Green Leaf Appreciation 
in 11 AM Service 

 
September 25 
 9:30 AM Kinderkirche 
 11AM Youth Led CLAY service 

(Canadian Lutheran Anglican Youth) 
 
October 9 Thanksgiving, bring something 
for Trinity's Pantry 
 
October 23 9:30 AM Kinderkirche 
 
October 30 
 Reformation, Confirmation and Or-

ange Leaf Group Appreciation in the 
11AM service 

 Mural Unveiling 12:30pm 
 
November 6  Royal Leaf Group Apprecia-
tion in the 11 AM service 
 
Nov 20 Christ the King Sunday 
 
November 27  
 1st Sunday in Advent and Advent Fair 
 9:30 AM Kinderkirche 
 
December 18 Combined Service at 10:30 
AM with Christmas Program 
 
December 24 Christmas Eve services:  
 4PM - Family 
 6PM - German 
 8PM - Candlelight (English) 
 
December 25 Christmas Day, Worship 
9:30 and 11AM 

Do you ever think about the silver dishes we use during 
communion? They are antiques that come with stories. To-
day we want to tell you a recent story about one of these 
dishes, the one you see in the picture. 

This beautiful decanter and the matching chalice (cup) 
came to Trinity in 1964, when the pair were donated to us 
by the Alberta Synod. In October 2014, Ursula took both to 

Universal Church Supplies (UCS) to fix some major wear 
and tear. The cup had broken in half, the lid of the decanter 
had come off, and the cross had come off the lid. It turned 
out that our communion ware is not pure silver but has a 
pewter base, that's what  makes it so fragile.  

UCS is one of very few remaining local stores where one 
can purchase church and worship supplies (we're talking 
candles, gowns and chalices, not sound systems), and the 
only place in Edmonton which agreed to make the repairs 
(no jeweler wanted to do it). They estimated the repair of 
the chalice at $500, and of the decanter at $220. Margarete 
Schwarz (who has since moved to Whitehorse) donated 
$200 towards the expense. The repairs were estimated to 
take a few weeks, and we were supposed to have chalice 
and decanter back by Christmas. 

However, the repairs took longer than anticipated. Thank-
fully, in the meantime Augustana Lutheran Church passed 
on their antique communion ware to us when they folded at 
the end of 2014, so we had a silver chalice and decanter to 
use.  

In March 2015, we could pick up the repaired chalice. But 
the decanter was missing! It turned out that the repair expert 

...see Decanter - page 9 

Reshaped:  
The restoration of our  
communion decanter 
Ursula Meyer and Andrea Wilhelm 
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in Winnipeg with whom UCS was working, a very old gentleman, had 
become ill and eventually passed away. The decanter was nowhere to 
be found.  UCS lent us a crystal replace-
ment. It would take seven to eight months 
until the gentleman's children found the 
decanter. They returned it to UCS, but un-
fortunately, it was in terrible shape. Noth-
ing had been fixed, and in addition the lid 
now also had two holes (see picture). For-
tunately, a pewter replacement lid was in-
cluded in the shipment. 

What to do now? It takes great expertise to work with pewter because 
of how soft it is, and hardly anybody does it anymore. UCS could not 
find another repair expert in Canada, but had to turn to Kokys Inc., a 
traditional communion ware manufacturer in Omaha, Nebraska. This 
old family business appreciated the beauty, age and rarity of our de-
canter, and agreed to repair it. (Apparently, to have a decanter like ours 
made today would cost thousands.)  

So our decanter, along with the pewter replacement lid, was sent to 
Omaha. The replacement lid did not have a dome in the centre like the 
original, but we agreed that it could be used. We finally received the 
decanter back in February of this year. It was beautifully repaired, and 
not only the lid but the entire decanter sported a new silver coat! Alt-
hough the eventual cost of the job had come to over $700, UCS only 
charged us the estimated $220. Very decent (or should we say, Chris-
tian?) of them. 

Well, that's the story. Many people did not give up on that decanter. 
It was too precious 
to them. The de-
canter itself has 
some new parts 
and a changed 
shape, but it is 
beautiful again, 
and able to serve 
its purpose. 

Perhaps this sto-
ry can serve as an 
inspiration for us 
and the church. We 
too have a history. 
We too are pre-
cious. We too sus-
tain damages and 
beatings, and may 
be sent on some 
odysseys. But we 
too are claimed, 
watched over, and 
restored. Changed 
and restored, to 
serve our purpose 
again. In fact, isn't 
that what happens 
each time we take 
communion? 

Decanter - from page 8 

Our Church Family 

What an amazing few months it has been for the 
mural project! From June until just a few days ago, 
the mural's almost 1000 tiles were painted in a 
series of public painting events. Participation has 
been tremendous! People of all ages (from 3 to 
over 90) and all walks of life participated - church 
members, neighbours, gardeners, yoga students, 
homeless folks, visitors from Germany and Ruan-
da, people from other churches, and many artists. 
You can see pictures of tiles, and videos of tile 
painters, on our facebook page: https://
www.facebook.com/trinitylutheranedmonton/ 

The tile painting sessions were absolutely won-
derful. What fun to fill a square with colour, to be 
surprised by what happens on your tile, and to 

check out other people's tiles. Somehow every-
body's tiles looked great, there was no division by 
age, status, health, or skill. The sessions were 
times to relax, get in touch with oneself and others 
and Creator God. This beautiful spirit was support-
ed by the mural team volunteers, Bonita, Hanae, 
Julianne, Sonja and myself, by our pastors and 
Karen, and by the artists Amy, Phil and Lewis. I 
was touched to see how lovingly the artists in-
structed and helped participants. Lewis told me he 
learned so much 
from working with 
us, that he loves 
how Trinity is a 
church that doesn't 
stay inside its walls 
but interacts openly 
with the neighbour-
hood, and has a 
heart for the down-
trodden. Lewis 
painted a tile of 
Pierre sleeping in 
front of the church, 
and Pierre also 

...continued on page 10 

MURAL UPDATE 
by Andrea Wilhelm 
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The Wider Community 

painted a tile.  
What I have learned through all this is that God is at work 

through artmaking, particularly communal artmaking. There's 
fun, relaxation, liberation, community, peace, and healing. I 
cannot emphasize enough how much God has been blessing this 
project, and am full of gratitude. 

Last Sunday we saw the first completed section of the mural. 
It's vibrant and beautiful, and you can look at if for hours, dis-
covering all the individual paintings. We will have a section on 
display at Trinity in October. 

The mural will be unveiled on Oct 30 after the 11am ser-
vice. Be sure to attend! 

In the meantime, a huge thank you to the artists, the mural 
team, all of you 
who painted tiles! 
And soli Deo glo-
ria - to God alone 
the glory. 

P.S. If you took 
a tile home to 
paint - deadline is 
Sept 30. You must 
have it back 
at Trinity 
by Sept 30 
in order for 
your tile to 
make it into 
the mural. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
See page 

12 for a 
preview of 
one part of 
the mural 
and the 
invitation to the Unveiling on October 30. 

Mural from page 9 

The community garden is having an excellent year. We are a 
very active and cohesive group, and all of our members live near 
the church; this year four of us are Trinity members as well. 

The generous rains meant less work watering, and bountiful 
crops. One of us just found record-size potatoes in the west bed in 
front of the church. This has also been the first year the cherry 
tree in the park, and the plum tree near the atrium entrance were 
covered in fruit; that in spite of the 
fact the plum tree had keeled over 
earlier - someone fixed it; we don't 
know who, but thank you!!! 

In June we added four shrubs and 
a piece of lattice to the beds in front 
of the church, in order to cover up 
the water barrels and Chris and 
Pierre's camps. We feel this was a 
good move, and we may replace 
more perennials with shrubs in the 
future, for winter and spring ap-
peal. 

Over the summer we built a good relationship with Pierre and 
Chris, who are keeping a watchful eye on everything, and some-
times water or stake plants for us. Many of the gardeners have 
expressed that they feel safer coming at night to water or weed 
when Pierre and Chris are there. We will continue to work with 
them on the shared use of the space. We are learning which plant-
ings work and which don't, and we are very satisfied. 

This fall we hope to convert some of the in-ground beds in the 
park into raised beds. We feel raised beds will be more produc-
tive, and also easier to distinguish (and avoid) for children and 
other park users. 

Last fall we worked an entire compost bin into our beds, and 
we will again have a full bin of wonderful compost fertilizer this 
fall. You are welcome to contribute to our compost. Please add to 
the bin that is indicated as "active"; please do not add branches/
wood, or chemically treated flowers. We welcome your kitchen 
scraps (incl. coffee grounds), leaves, and garden waste other than 
noxious weeds such as quack grass. It helps us a lot if all items 
are cut to about fist-sized, as small items break down faster and 

the pile is easier to 
turn. 
If you are interest-
ed in joining the 
garden in 2017, 

please talk to me. Note that we 
give priority to people living 
within walking distance of the 
church. 

Thank you, Trinity, for sup-
porting this beautiful experiment 
in community on your land. 

Community Garden Update 
by Andrea Wilhelm, garden liaison 
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At Trinity's 2016 AGM, I was elected as an alternate for 
the convention of our "ABT Synod", which covers all 
ELCIC congregations and ministries in Alberta, Yukon, 
Northwest Territories and Nunavut. None of the other elect-
ed Trinity lay delegates were able to go, so I ended up at the 
convention, together with Pastors Ingrid and Jason. 

The convention took place June 16-18 at the U of A-
Augustana Campus in Camrose, and was an excellent gather-
ing. It consisted of worship, learning, business, and social 
times. Each of these components was done very well. I was 
particularly struck with the creativity and beauty of the wor-
ship times, and the professionalism at the business meetings. 
The overall spirit of the event was an uplifting sense of mov-
ing forward, trusting in God's guidance and provision, as 
expressed by the convention theme "Liberated by God's 
grace." Thank you, Trinity, for sending me there! 

Some highlights for me were:  
 the keynote address on "Creation - Not for Sale" by 

Mark MacDonald, National Indigenous Bishop of the 
Anglican Church Canada 

 the "Wild Boar Pub", a pub night hosted by the syn-
od's campus chaplains, with free beer from the 
(actually existing) Troubled Monk Brewery 

 an evening service of prayer and healing around the 
cross 

 the respectful discussion around a bylaw change re. 
delegates to national conventions  

Although this was my first time as a delegate to any 
church convention, I felt welcome and comfortable. One 
reason was that I was asked, pretty much upon arrival, 
whether I could help during the daily worship times. This I 
was asked by people I didn't even know, but I then got to 
know them by doing stuff with them! The synod convention 
is an excellent place for meeting Lutherans from all over the 
ABT region. 

I also got a much better idea of all the things the synod is 
doing, whether it's in congregations or in specialized minis-
tries. I have brought back four short videos which highlight 
some of them. These videos were a gift from the bishop's 
office to all congregations, and I hope that we will watch and 
discuss them at Trinity. Another free resource we were given 
by the synod is a hymn festival, a complete service of hymns 
and readings around the three reformation themes "Salvation 
- not for sale, Humans - not for sale, Creation - not for sale." 
There are also beautiful graphics like the one below that 
come with this resource, and again, I hope we will use it. 

I very much appreciated the positive and dynamic leader-
ship that Bishop Larry is providing for ABT congregations, 
and the leadership the ABT synod is providing to the ELCIC 
as a whole. For example, our synod is the largest financial 
supporter of the Lutheran seminary in Saskatoon. Ours is 
also the only contribution which has remained stable in the 
last few years (it did drop after a number of congregations 
left our synod, but has not dropped as much and as continu-
ously as that of other synods). Throughout the convention, I 
realized that our giving to the ABT Synod (called 
"benevolence") is an excellent investment in important min-

istries - such as the seminary, campus ministry, outdoor/
camp ministry - which no congregation could do on its own. 

Unfortunately, the seminary is in financial crisis in spite of 
the strong ABT support. I asked why the seminary was need-
ed at all (e.g., why not send future pastors and diaconal min-
isters to study in the US?), and heard these valid reasons: 1) 
it's much more affordable in terms of tuition; 2) it provides 
grounding in the (Western) Canadian context. I have come to 
believe that the seminary in Saskatoon is worth investing in, 
even more so than we have done previously. 

I want to conclude with two technical pieces of infor-
mation. Feel free to skip 
this part if you're not 
into "church politics." 
1. The synod council 
(like a church council, 
but for the ABT synod) 
has a new chair, Wayne 
Street. Wayne is a lay-
person from Lethbridge 
who has been involved 
with the synod for 
many years. 
2. The bylaw for dele-
gates to national con-
ventions was amended. 
The most important 
novelty in this bylaw is 
that national convention 
delegates need to be 
elected at the previous 
synod convention, and 
for that to happen dele-
gates need to be nominated 60 days prior to the opening of 
the synod convention. There are no nominations from the 
floor. This was debated vigorously but very civilly. In the 
ensuing vote, I ended up supporting the bylaw as it is, with-
out nominations from the floor. I was convinced by the fol-
lowing arguments: a) Attending a national convention as 
delegate is a serious responsibility, and congregations should 
take time to choose delegates carefully. - I agree with this, 
because even as delegate at a synod convention you need to 
prepare by reading and absorbing about 150 pages, otherwise 
you cannot participate in the business (such as voting) in an 
informed way. b) Early nominations allows for more diversi-
ty in delegates. Many people at conventions have been cler-
gy and laypeople who have been involved in the church for a 
long time. Nominations from the floor can only draw from 
this pool, thereby reducing the diversity of delegates. 

At the synod convention I just attended, we already fol-
lowed this procedure and elected all the ABT candidates for 
the national convention in 2017. There will be no Trinity 
delegates, as we had not nominated anyone. I hope we will 
nominate candidates for the next national convention (which 
will be in 2019). These nominations will need to meet the 
deadline of 60 days prior to the next synod convention which 
will be in 2018. 

The Wider Community 

"Liberated by God's Grace" – Report from the ABT Synod Convention 
Andrea Wilhelm 
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The Wider Community 

September 18 Green Leaf Appreciation in 
11 AM Service 

September 25 
 9:30 AM Kinderkirche 
 11AM Youth Led CLAY service 

(Canadian Lutheran Anglican Youth) 
October 9 Thanksgiving, bring something 

for Trinity's Pantry 
October 23 9:30 AM Kinderkirche 
October 30 
 Reformation,  
 Confirmation  
 Orange Leaf Group Appreciation 

(11AM) 
 Mural Unveiling 12:30pm 

November 6  Royal Leaf Group Apprecia-
tion in the 11 AM service 

Nov 20 Christ the King Sunday 
November 27  
 1st Sunday in Advent and Advent 

Fair 
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Special Worship Opportunities 

 

9:30 AM Kinderkirche 
December 18 Combined Service at 10:30 AM with 

Christmas Program 
December 24 Christmas Eve services:  
 4PM - Family 
 6PM - German 
 8PM - Candlelight (English) 

December 25 Christmas Day, Worship 9:30 and 11AM 


