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The past decade has seen the term 
reconciliation turn into a buzzword: 
reconciliation with Indigenous peoples, 
with the LGBTQ2SIA+ community, 
with Mother Earth, with people from 
different religions.  
But what does reconciliation mean? 

At its heart, I believe that reconcilia-
tion is a process. Like the growth of our 
physical bodies, it is intentional, tangi-
ble movement from one way of being in 
the world into a new way of being that 
allows for the healing and transfor-
mation of everyone involved. It is 
messy, it is gritty, it is complex, and it 
is humbling. It’s not a process to be 
engaged in lightly, but it is one that 
leads to new life. 

Sometimes, as Christians, we become 
confused as to why we’re being called 
into this messy process of reconciliation 
with so many different groups. Perhaps 
it feels like we’re being blamed or 
shamed for things we aren’t personally 
responsible for. One reason for that is 
we have often interpreted guilt and 
blame and responsibility through a hy-
per-individualized lens: I am only re-
sponsible for the specific actions I, my-
self, have done or not done. Outside of 
that framework, then, we are able to 
relinquish corporate responsibility be-
cause we don’t see how our lives have 
had direct impacts on the marginalized 
around us.  

The funny thing is, Jesus spoke of 
reconciliation through a communal lens. 
His worldview had a far more integrat-
ed sense of corporate sin, corporate rec-
onciliation, and corporate healing than 
ours. Our western individualism would 
have been a foreign concept to Jesus. 
Jesus knew better than anyone else that 
we are created as social beings – how 
we treat one another not just individual-
ly but as groups matters! We leave im-
pacts, and these impacts are gifted as 
legacies from our ancestors, and they 
imprint on our genetic makeup, on our 

family stories, our biospheres, and on 
our memories.  

Imagine a beautiful lake full of fish, 
surrounded by trees and animals in the 
heart of the mountains. Many groups of 
people rely on this lake’s ecosystem for 
food, for clean water, and for resources. 
Each group has its own way of access-
ing those resources. Eventually, one 
group takes total control. In order to do 
so, they have to actively suppress the 
lives and cultures of the other groups in 
order to maintain that control. Lives are 
lost, people are wiped out, atrocity hap-
pens. However, the lake is brought un-
der rule of the dominant group. 

Generations later, the descendants of 
the dominant group continue to have 
majority access to the lake. They obey 
the laws that have been in place for a 
long time, and live peacefully together 
in community. Only, the descendants of 
the marginalized groups begin to speak 
out: we need reconciliation! The domi-
nant group descendants are puzzled. 
Why is such reconciliation needed? It’s 
not our fault! You’re asking for too 
much special treatment! 

Yet it’s not special treatment that’s 
being called for. It’s a re-balancing of 
the world where one group took more 
than it should have. Just because the 
dominant group’s descendants never 
once hurt anyone else, they still benefit 
from the power imbalance that controls 
the lake. Only when that imbalance is 
restored will all the groups come back 
together again in community. It’s not 
blaming the descendants for one-to-one 
harm, but it is calling them to take re-
sponsibility for the healing. 

We can see reflections of this call to 
messy healing in the life and action of 
Jesus Christ. Jesus stood with the poor, 
the oppressed, and the marginalized. He 
did not seek to tell them how and when 
they should speak out or define them-
selves; he didn’t tell them to worship 
properly or get out; he didn’t tell them 
to simply work harder. Rather, he rec-

ognized the roles of organized religion 
on the trauma of the people and sought 
to bring healing.  

The reason we are seeing so much 
demand for reconciliation as tangible, 
lived action these days is because Chris-
tianity has done both great harm against 
certain groups as well as participated in 
great silence. It feels heavy, it goes 
against all our understandings of per-
sonal responsibility, and it opens up 
wounds we thought long since forgot-
ten.  

The gifts of reconciliation, however, 
far outweigh our discomfort. When eve-
ryone is able to return to the lake as 
who they are, God is honoured. Our 
relationship in community blossoms, 
and we are transformed in ways we nev-
er thought possible. We are liberated to 
be who we are as expressions of God’s 
kin-dom of earth. It’s one of the 
Christ’s primary calls to us. When 
we’re willing to sit in the discomfort, 
we begin to experience the power of 
God’s radical love for everyone.  

Your Intern, Erin Thomas 
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Bishop’s Message  

September 2019 Message for Congregations and Lay and  
Rostered Leaders 

Dear Beloved of God – 
I have been in a reflective mood as of late. Perhaps it is 

because I am preparing this article at the beginning of Au-
gust with some holiday time behind me and fall just over 
the horizon of my computer screen. Perhaps it is because 
on July 9 I celebrated thirty years of ordained ministry.  

Time has flown by. I was ordained in my home congre-
gation. Valhalla Lutheran Church, Valhalla Centre, Alber-
ta. Yes, a Norwegian settlement with a handful of Ger-
mans sprinkled in this farming community.  

Following ordination I have been blessed to serve, to-
gether with my wife, Cathy, with and among the people of 
Bethany Lutheran Church, Dickson (1989-1993), Lutheran 
Church of the Good Shepherd, Lethbridge (1993-2002), 
Ascension Lutheran Church, Edmonton (2002-2010), as 
Assistant to the Bishop (beginning August 2010), and as 
Bishop (since January 26, 2013).  

Within my time as Bishop, and certainly over the thirty 
years, there has been significant change, however, I con-
tinue to live by three core values which I first named while 
at College: servant-leadership, affirmation and involve-
ment while seeking to engage, empower and equip the 
people of God.  

Each year I seek to take time to reflect on this calling. 
Over these summer months I have been pondering, reflect-
ing and writing about these thirty years, both the joys and 
the challenges.  

Since 2013 I continue to return to a writing Cathy and I 
commissioned from Deacon Dr. Faith Nostbakken for my 
ordination as Bishop. In shaping the poem, which Faith 
read during the Ordination, she considered the texts for the 
worship, the hymns selected for congregational song and 
ensemble singing, as well as a handful of images, meta-
phors and pastoral themes which are deeply meaningful to 
me. The poem is titled: Ordination.  

Nobody asks for drowning, certainly not the infant  
gently tilted head towards the font, 

arms and legs splayed suddenly with fear, 
maybe a whimper or a shrill cry  

as the robed one sifts through the sparkling water 
and touches the tiny brow, barely downy with hair, 

the rhythm of  
“The Father. . . and of the Son . . . and of the Holy Spirit” 

incanted before a finely woven linen cloth  
dabs away the drops. 

Everyone so easily forgets that dying can begin like this, 
the cross fingered again on the forehead at the dawn of 

each new day. 
Nobody asks to have her feet washed either, 

not on Maundy Thursday even,  
unless her shoes are polished, 

her stockings free of runs and easily removed, 
her toenails trimmed and filed that very morning. 

Maybe then she offers but can’t quite face the eyes 
of the one who silently lifts her foot from the basin, 

wraps it awkwardly in a freshly laundered towel, 
drying the creases between each toe. 

Most would rather forget how almost embarrassing it is 
to be served this way by a neighbor or a friend 

much less the One incarnated in this sacred, tender act. 
Nobody asks to be called into paradox either 

when the people proclaim, “You lead!” 
and in the same voice add, “You serve!” 

our meanings translated into as many tongues 
as join in song and blessing on this day. 
Wash my feet, but don’t embarrass me. 

Splash my head with the font’s damp cross 
but don’t let me stay in the drowning. 

As you shepherd, walk beside us; 
notice how cracked our feet really are, 

how chapped our hands, 
and whenever we meet eye-to-eye, 

(especially try to meet us there) 
call us brother, sister, as we are yours, 

and remind us, so we don’t forget, 
of the wondrous ache and splendor 

of love made whole first by being broken, 
made new first by dying, 

made perfect by the One whose body 
here and now we are, 

heads, hands, feet, eyes, tongues and all. 

Blessings as you enter the fall season…see you at Area 
Gatherings. 

In Christ Jesus – Shalom, 
+Bishop Larry Kochendorfer 

“The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believ-
ing, so that you may abound in hope by the power of the 

Holy Spirit.” (Romans 15:13) 

Reconciliation" by Josefina de Vasconcellos, originally conceived in 
the aftermath of Word War II. Casts of this sculpture can be found, 
among other places, in the ruins of Coventry Cathedral, in 
the Hiroshima Peace Park in Japan, and as part of the Berlin 
Wall memorial. See https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reconciliation_(Josef
ina_de_Vasconcellos_sculpture)" 



Trinity Team September 2019 Page 3 

Can you guess who is speaking in each of these sce-
narios? Answers and Biblical references can be 
found on page 11 (see “The Rest of the Story”). 

A.  I am super mad at my sister. 
Each time when we have visitors, 
she always sits with them, laughs 
with them, and generally has fun, 
leaving me to slave away in the 
kitchen and to serve her along 

with all the guests.  

B. That brother of mine…what a thief! I hate him 
so much I want to kill him! 
Pretending to be me and 
stealing my blessing and my 
birthright away from me, by 
wearing my clothes and 
concealing his skin, so that 
our poor blind father really 
did think he was me, when 

it was time to speak the blessing of the firstborn 
(which should have been my blessing as the 
eldest son). As soon as I find him, he’ll have 
the living daylight knocked out of him, that’s 
for sure!! 

C. My life certainly hasn’t followed the typical 
trajectory of growing up, getting 
married, having kids and living hap-
pily ever after. One husband after 
the other has either left me or died 
and we all know that in my day, a 
woman alone sure doesn’t have 
much financial security. So here I 
am again, with boyfriend number 
six at home, making my way to get 
water at the well, not feeling too 

good about myself, totally aware that I am not 
well regarded within my community, down on 
myself today like every day. 

D. Well, that little brother of mine, so full of him-
self…what a dreamer! And what 
a tattle tail, reporting on us older 
brothers to our dad whenever he 
wants to play the favorite!  I 
can’t believe our dad keeps fall-
ing for whatever this little rat 
tells him! Like those dreams he 
always talks about where we will 
all bow down before him. Yeah 
right! And yesterday Dad had 
that special coat made for him, as 

if he was really meant to be royalty and not an 
ordinary Joe like the rest of us. I tell you, there 
is some real rumbling among us brothers… 
about how we can shut that little rat up for 
good! 

Editors' Note:  

"Reconciliation and peace" is the theme of this issue. Both are at 
the core of the Gospel. In 2 Corinthians 5:17–19 we read: 
"So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old 

has passed away; see, everything has become new! All this is from 
God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has given 

us the ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was recon-
ciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against 

them, and entrusting the message of reconciliation to us."  
We can let go of our shame, our fear of rejection, our fear of God's 
judgment. In Jesus Christ, who is God made flesh and even let 
himself be killed, we realize God does not seek revenge, no, God 
is a God of peace who does not count our trespasses against us. 
We have peace, we can let go of the crap. We are reconciled! And 
we have a new life, which includes the message of reconciliation. 
Flowing out of our peace with God, we want peace with ourselves 
(our personal issues), with others in our life, with creation, and 
also peace among others, and peace of others with God. We are the 
workers of reconciliation as God works reconciliation in us. This 
issue looks at all of these aspects of reconciliation and peace - en-
joy and be blessed! And let us know what you think; we love to 
hear from you.  
Trinity Communication 

Committee 

Liebe Leser! 
"Versöhnung und Frie-
den" sind das Thema 
dieser Ausgabe. Ver-
söhnung und Frieden 
sind der Kern des Evan-
geliums. In 2. Korinther 
5,17–19 lesen wir:  

"Wenn jemand zu Christus gehört,  gehört er schon zur neuen 
Schöpfung. Das Alte ist vergangen. Seht doch! Etwas Neues ist 

entstanden! Das alles kommt von Gott. Durch Christus hat er uns 
mit sich versöhnt. Und er hat uns den Dienst übertragen, die Ver-

söhnung zu verkünden. Ja, in Christus war Gott selbst am 
Werk, um die Welt mit sich zu versöhnen. Er hat den Menschen 

ihre Verfehlungen nicht angerechnet. Und uns hat er sein 
Wort anvertraut, das Versöhnung schenkt." (BasisBibel)  

Wir können unsere Selbstanklagen, unsere Angst vor Ablehung 
und Verdammung loslassen. In Jesus Christus, dem fleischgewor-
denen Gott der sich sogar hat umbringen lassen, erkennen wir, 
dass Gott kein Gott der Rache ist, sonden ein Gott des Friedens, 
der uns unsere Verfehlungen nicht anrechnet. Wir haben Frieden, 
wir können den ganzen Mist, der uns belastet, loslassen. Wir sind 
versöhnt! Und wir haben ein brandneues Leben. Zu unserem neuen 
Leben gehört die Botschaft der Versöhnung. Aus unserem Frieden 
mit Gott dürfen andere Arten des Friedens fließen: Frieden mit uns 
selbst, mit anderen Menschen, mit der Schöpfung, Frieden unter 
anderen Menschen und anderer Menschen mit Gott. Wir sind Bot-
schafter der Versöhnung; wir wollen, dass die Versöhnung, die wir 
erlebt haben, alle und alles durchdringt. Diese Ausgabe beleuchtet 
all diese Aspekte. Wir wünschen Ihnen Gottes Segen beim Lesen 
und freuen uns immer über Rückmeldungen von Ihnen.  

Ihr Redaktionsteam/Communication Committee 

Peace and Reconciliation Stories  
in the Bible  

Reconciliation / Versöhnung
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Honouring Treaty - what does it mean?

I asked my Cree friend Michelle what Treaty, and hon-
ouring Treaty, means for her. She first pointed out that she 
was from Treaty 4, and so even as a Cree woman, having 

called Edmonton 
home for 19 years, 
she is a guest to 
Treaty 6. By saying 
she is a guest she 
acknowledges that 
her roots are not here 
and there were peo-
ple here before she 
arrived. Then, living 
(as a guest) in Treaty 
6 territory means for 
her "first of all dis-
covering the land and 
understanding the 
land in which I live 
and which I call 
home now. […] Ac-
knowledging the deep 

history of the people of this land, even as simple as ac-
knowledging that Treaty 6 was signed August 23 [1876]. 
[…] Honouring the people, honouring the land itself, and 
trying to honour the relationship, because we are all Trea-
ty people, and we 
are all meant to 
live well on this 
land together. So I 
think part of that is 
living well and 
walking well with 
one another." 
Hay-hay, thank 

you, Michelle, for 
sharing from your 
heart. 
If you want to learn more about Treaty, please talk to 

me. There are some events you could attend with me, or 
we could even plan one here at Trinity. I also have web 
links and other resources. 

Andrea Wilhelm  

Source: Southern Chiefs Organiza on, via h ps://www.parklandins tute.ca/
ten_things_to_know_about_indigenous_people_and_resource_extrac on_in_alberta 

A medal commemorating Treaty 6. A 
white man (an RCMP officer) and an 
Indigenous man (presumably a chief) 

shake hands. The other side bears a pic-
ture of Queen Victoria. 

Alberta Treaty Flags

https://www.parklandinstitute.ca/ten_things_to_know_about_indigenous_people_and_resource_extraction_in_alberta
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Called into Worship 
Come, praise the Lord - Psalm 134:1-2 

Upcoming Dates and Events 
September 29, 12:30 PM: "Welcome to the 

Feast"  Potluck for the whole congregation 
October 5, 2 PM: ‘Die Deutschen und die Polen“ 

Movie [German, no English subtitles] 
October 6, 1:30 PM: Parents’ Meeting for 

“Unashamed” Youth Conference 
October 19, 10:30 AM: “Unashamed”: A Youth 

Conference 
October 26, 9:30 AM: A Common Word Alberta | 

A Christian Muslim Dialogue, ACCA Centre, 
3530 – 91 Street, Edmonton 

October 27: 9 am Kinderkirche (German Sunday 
School) Vater Unser Teil 2 

October 27: Reformation Sunday 
October 30, 5:30 PM: “A Grace - Mind Dinner 

Dialogue” 
November 3, 11 AM: Affirmation of Baptism - 

Confirmation.  
November 11, Time TBD: Remembrance Day 

Joint Worship Service at 9:30 am at Holy 
Trinity Anglican Church 

November 24: 9 am Kinderkirche (German Sun-
day School) Vater Unser Teil 3 

November 24, 1 PM: Hymn Festival [more de-
tails to follow] 

November 27, 5:30 PM: “A Grace - Mind Dinner 
Dialogue” 

December 8, 11 AM: Christmas Pageant 

All are Welcome! 

Meet Eileen Edwards 
our new children's, youth and family 

minister 

I grew up in the Ro-
man Catholic Church, 
spent many years in 
the Presbyterian 
Church (PCUSA) be-
fore being ordained in 
the Moravian 
Church. It seems 
somehow fitting that 
I will now be serving 
at Trinity Lutheran 
and Holy Trinity An-
glican churches, an-
other step on an ecu-
menical journey. This 
is a 3/4 time position 

with 20 hours a week serving Trinity Lutheran and up 
to 15 hours per week at Holy Trinity Anglican. I will 
generally be in the office at Trinity Lutheran on Tues-
days and Wednesdays and will be in worship or teach-
ing Sunday School on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of the 
month.   

Ministry is a second career for me; I started out in 
psychology.  I received a B.S. in Psychology from 
Fordham University and an M.A. and Ph.D. in Clinical 
and School Psychology from Hofstra University and 
worked as a psychologist before going back to school 
and receiving an M.Div from Moravian Theological 
Seminary. I am a transplanted New Yorker, grateful to 
be in Canada, and have served churches in Staten Is-
land, NY, and Sherwood Park. With my husband Ian, 
also a Moravian pastor, I co-founded Common Ground 
Community Cafe, a volunteer-powered community 
cafe in Sherwood Park as an outreach of the Moravian 
Church.   

I live with my husband and our son, Declan, in Sher-
wood Park and have an adult son, Brian, who lives in 
Calgary. In my free time I love to curl up with a good 
book or, when the weather is warmer, to go camping 
with my family.  

I am delighted to be starting ministry at Trinity Lu-
theran and I look forward to serving God together. 

Rev. Eileen Edwards 
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Just last week, I rediscovered how questions rooted in a 
grace mindset can bring together opposite sides, even in 
longstanding conflicts. I observed how a well-placed ques-
tion can benefit self-described winners and losers who 
packed very different horses years earlier for incompatible 
journeys. Have you seen it happen?  

Against the backdrop of locked-in unfairness or stubborn 
inequities, we can lead reconciliation by raising questions 
that avoid grudges for instance. I like to ask both sides a 
probing question such as, “What would a win-win look 
like?” Whenever we open a grace mindset direction we 
help others discover kinder solutions together. 

By grace mindset here, I am referring to our willingness 

to defer to others out of gratitude for unmerited favor God 
gives to cover our past, present and future with his agape 
love. We find strength to step beyond any broken past be-
cause God takes care of former missteps. We gather cour-
age to help heal another’s wounds because grace flavors 
our present actions with divine delight. We hold up hope 
as a standard bearer for a finer future because we see all 
that we can be through God’s amazing grace.  

Rather than ask questions that stir revenge, or cause con-
flict, a grace mindset helps each of us to consider possibil-
ities that awaken courage, embrace cultural change, and 
toss understanding, compromise and resolution into the 
ring. How so? 

Grace Mindset Questions for Reconciliation 
By Ellen Weber 

Hello!! Do you hear me? 
Did you listen to what I just said? 
Were you present as I was talking – 

or was your mind far far away? 
Hmmm? What did you just say? 
Do I hear you, really hear and listen? 
Do I pay true attention to the message  

you have been trying to con-
vey? 
Was my mind focused on the topics you 
just shared, 
The message which was so very dear to 
you 
Was I really listening 

with an open, loving heart? 
Did I really hear you? 

Was I truly here for you? 
Or was I  
      jumping back to my story 

 my stresses 
my mental stuff 

Instead of truly being open to yours? 
Did I really see you? 

Did I look to understand what is being 
held behind your eyes 
your lips, your hands, your posture? 
Did I truly look? 
Was I focused on the gift that you are? 
That precious soul, the youness of you 
and the treasures you have to share 
your perspective, your perceptions, the 
wisdom you have grown 
That I would have seen if only  
I had looked 
with an open mind. 
Or was I  
      jumping back to my story, again 

 my stresses, again 
my mental stuff, again 

Instead of truly being open to yours? 
If so, I have only got myself to blame 
for the shame  
of missing out on you 

your message 
your uniqueness 

Because you are a gift 
to this world 

to this planet 
to my world 
to me… 

Can I start over please? 
Do you mind telling me again 
what you were saying? 
Retell me the message  
you were trying to convey 
And this time I pledge 

to really listen 
and really see 
to really hear 
to truly be here 

for you 
and for me. 

Let’s go in Peace 
to start again 
drawing upon God’s Holy Spirit 
to begin anew, 
just us two 
me and you. 

submitted by 
Hannah Noerenberg 

September 2019 

When reconciliation comes from our genuine as-
surance that grace is sufficient, we find it easier to 
let go of any need to be right. When we visualize 
God’s yoke as easy and his burden as light, we find 
ourselves stepping forward without fear of the cost.  

Finally, we reconcile conflicts with less concern 
for ourselves and our future when we remember 
that nothing can separate us from God’s unmerited 
love. Not even our slightly wobbly or sometimes 
inadequate attempts at peacemaking! 

Listening more Deeply 
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So I became a Canadian citizen in May. You may be sur-
prised that I wasn't already, after so 
many years here. Well, I was "just" 
a permanent resident (why is a 
long story, having to do with Ger-
many not usually allowing dual 
citizenship).  

I was always happy to live here 
and contribute to this country by 
working, volunteering and paying 
taxes for example, but now I am so 
happy to be a citizen. I feel like I 
truly belong. As the citizenship 
judge said, "Let no-one tell you 
you don't have a right to be here. 
This is your home. Welcome!" 
What a beautiful affirmation. It 
gives me more confidence, espe-
cially where I don't fit into the 
mainstream, perhaps because of 
my language, or some cultural hab-
its, or some views I hold and ex-
press. And as I looked across the 
room, filled with new citizens of 
all ages, from all over the world 
and different religions and languages, some dressed up 
very beautifully for the occasion, I thought, "how wonder-
ful that all of these people have received the same wel-
come and been assured they belong here." That tone, that 
welcome, creates reconciliation and peace. 

I am super excited to be voting for the first time on Octo-
ber 21, in the federal election! The citizenship judge told 
us that voting is a privilege. He had been an observer to 
elections in countries where voting may mean risking your 
life. Here we take voting for granted, in other places it 
takes real guts, and in yet others elections are a sham or 
nonexistent. As I prepare to vote, I will read up on the dif-
ferent parties' platforms, and check out all the candidates 
in my riding. I will be particularly interested in what can-
didates and parties are promising to do to make our society 
more peaceful and just. What parties will do so everyone 
feels valued, so everyone belongs and can contribute, and 
so everyone can live in dignity. Particularly the "least 
among us". I think this is the vision of God as revealed in 
the gospels and prophets. I will also check into the parties' 
plans to protect the environment, because I believe that our 
current destruction of God's creation is one of our greatest 
sins. I encourage you all to vote, and to do your own re-
search in preparation. To find your riding and candidates, 
go here: https://www.elections.ca/homeGE.aspx There's 
also a useful FAQ from CBC: https://www.cbc.ca/news/
politics/canada-voter-guide-2019-federal-election-
1.5260336 

At the beginning of the citizenship ceremony, the judge 
greeted us in English, French, and the local Indigenous 
languages. He then proceeded to acknowledge that we are 

on Treaty 6 land. In St Paul, AB, Indigenous people from 
Treaty 6 are actually present at each 
citizenship ceremony, saying "We 
welcome you to this land as we wel-
comed the first settlers." I think that 
is so wonderful. When I first arrived 
in Canada many years ago, nobody 
told me about the first peoples of this 
land. I thought they were in the past. 
There is also almost no information 
on them in the citizenship study 
guide (which I studied hard!  ). But 
the Indigenous people are still here, 
and the British Crown (which is our 
head of state) entered into covenants 
with them covering most of Canada. 
Those convenants, also known as 
Treaties, were to ensure peaceful co-
existence between the first peoples 
and the newcomers. There are differ-
ent interpretations of the treaties, but 
it is clear that they were and still are 
"the constitutional and moral basis of 
alliance between Indigenous peoples 
and Canada" (quoted from this excel-

lent article in the Canadian Encyclopedia: 
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/aborigi
nal-treaties). When I swore my citizenship oath, I pledged 
that "I will faithfully observe the laws of Canada, and ful-
fil my duties as a Canadian citizen." Those laws include 
the treaties. I want to understand Treaty 6, and be a good 
and fair treaty partner to the Indigenous members of Trea-
ty 6. I emphasize the "fair" because as you may know, it 
has unfortunately often not been fair. For me, honouring 
Treaty 6 is one of my most fundamental duties as citizen, 
and a key contribution to peace and reconciliation in this 
country. 

Reconciliation and Peace - Reflections of a New Canadian
Andrea Wilhelm 

https://www.elections.ca/homeGE.aspx
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/aboriginal-treaties
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The fruit on the sour cherry tree has been hanging heavy 
for a few days now. My Dad asks me, “Have you picked your 
sour cherries yet?” “No”, I sheepishly reply. “Why not, don’t 
you have enough time?”, he inquires. “No, I have enough 
time, I just, I just, well, it is not something I am 
rushing to do, not on my list of favourite things to 
do.” I say, feeling honest yet guilty.  

The next day . . . “Well, my dear Barbara”, I say 
to myself, “today is the day to pick those sour 
cherries!” Out I go, bowls in hand and begin pick-
ing away. How in the world do all those workers 
pick and harvest our food day in and day out that I 
happily buy in the grocery store?, I think to my-
self. I am so incredibly grateful that they do. Then 
I ponder, how in the world did my forefathers and 
foremothers be so diligent about picking berries 
and garden harvests, and seem to enjoy it? Why I am not into 
this? Questions, questions, questions, always questions 
streaming through my head.  

To my surprise, Jesus came to pick with me. And without 
my asking aloud, he began answering my BIG question of 
“Why are we humans here on this earth of toil?” He smiles, 
“Yes, life can be sour and yet it is also magical.” Then, POP, 
another BIG thought just came in (warning it is kinda of mor-

bid), “When I die, I will not be able to pick sour cherries.” 
Contemplating this, somehow I am moved to think . . . may-
be, just maybe, I can turn this picking chore into an explora-
tion? Did that thought just come from Jesus?  

And with that I began to pay attention to each 
cherry picked. Visually taking in the various 
shades of cherry red from the overripe deep dark 
red to the dull pink saying don’t pick me yet. Feel-
ing the smooth texture of the cherry itself to the 
roughness of the branch where the stem is con-
nected. Darn, tried to pick too many at once as a 
few drop from my hand to the earth below. Smell-
ing the freshness of the leaves and air surrounding 
the tree. Hearing the wind rushing around (as it 
was a very windy day). Getting under the branches 
and looking right up into the tree. Wow look at all 

those cherries I missed standing outside of the tree! Then the 
thrill of popping one into my mouth. The cherry shares with 
me its burst of sour delights.  

Thank You Jesus for the inspiring thoughts. Thank You 
God for this life of delights. Thank You Holy Spirit (and 
Dad) for guiding me to pick the sour cherries.  

In Christ, 
Barbara Ritter 

Jesus and the Sour Cherry Tree 

At the annual meeting we approved a budget for 2019; 
this budget included a number of assumptions about dona-
tions, revenues and expenses.  Based on the budget, on our 
past giving and expense patterns and on input from our 
committees we developed a month by month estimate of 
donations, rent and other revenues, expenses and the esti-
mated monthly surplus/deficit.   

Church Council has been tracking our financial perfor-
mance month by month using graphs like the one shown in 
the next column.  The lines on the graph represent our 
monthly year to date estimates for donations, rent and net 
surplus/deficit, the bars are our actuals. 

Our donation revenues are loaded towards the last 4 
months of the year, with 17% of revenue historically being 
collected in December alone.  This results in a growing 
operating deficit for the first 8 months and a declining def-
icit for the last 4 months.  The balanced budget approved 
at the annual meeting will not be achieved until the De-
cember revenues are received. 

So far this year our donations and our rent are tracking 
slightly under our estimates (-3%) .  Fortunately, our ex-
penses are tracking under our estimates as well so the total 
accumulated operating deficit for 2019 is about 40% 
smaller than we originally estimated (to the end of Au-
gust). 

We believe we are on track to end the year without a 
2019 operating deficit.   

We do still have to pay off the accumulated Infrastruc-
ture (property improvement related) deficit of $73,537 and 
the operating deficit of $47,338 from previous years so we 
will be launching deficit reduction campaigns for both 
over the next few months. 

Thank you for your continued support. 
Frank Thede, Treasurer 

Treasurer’s Update 
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As I write this, I’m sitting on my deck on what may be one 
of the last over 20 degree days. Although today feels more 
like summer than most of the July and August days in Ed-
monton this year, there are signs of autumn – the slightest 
chill in the breeze, the beginnings of yellow and the wilting 
flowers in my pots. I’m notorious for neglecting my pots, 
come the end of August. Well-tended and watered during the 
summer, the flowers are often forgotten as my mind and pri-
orities shift to other things. Even though I am now retired, I 
still find myself in “back to school mode” at this time of year 
(I even still have August back to school dreams!) and am 
itching to get back into a routine that the freedom of summer 
resists. So too with Church Council. After a mostly quiet 
summer, your Council is back at it. We held our first meeting 
at the end of August, and our second on September 17.  We 
are excited to be back serving you and contributing to God’s 
work at Trinity.  

As I have shared with you before, we have been working 
hard on clarifying our mission and vision (priorities) so that 
we have a better chance of ensuring that all of our decisions 
support what we value. After four visioning sessions, some 
messy but loving conversations, analysis of congregational 
feedback from past years, prayer, and a conversation with the 
Bishop (Pastor Jason’s exit interview), we are close to being 
able to share with you a mission that reflects the core purpose 
of our congregation. Based on this big WHY DO WE EX-
IST? statement, our next step is to determine our vision or 
our PRIORITIES for the next 3-5 years, actions that would 
assist us in carrying out our mission. We are asking questions 
like: 
What actions would best help us to advance our mission? 
In order to strengthen our ministry and to grow in our mis-
sion, what do we need to focus on at Trinity? 
What do we have in place at Trinity and do really well? 
Where are some of the areas we can strengthen? 
If we had to prioritize, where should we put our energies? 
Why? 
Where is God taking us? How do we best respond to God’s 
will for us? 

Although we have hired Pastor Eileen Edwards (Welcome 
Eileen!) to complement our staffing, we have more staffing 
decisions to make, with the departure of Pastor Jason. We 
cannot make important staffing decisions without clarity 
about our mission and priorities. So we are considering these 
questions as well: 
In our current complement of staffing, what do we do really 
well? What are the gifts of our staff? 
What qualities should we be looking for to enhance our min-
istry and to fulfill our mission? 

In some upcoming worship services this fall, we will tell 
you more about our process and ask for your advice and feed-
back. We hope you continue to think about what it means to 
be Trinity, in this time, as we strive to fulfill God’s kingdom 
here in our community and in the world. I know that God will 
walk beside us in this exciting time of transformation. As 
always, if you have thoughts to share or questions to ask, 
please speak with me or any Council member. 

Sylvia Becker 
Council Chair 

smlotzbecker@gmail.com 

Greetings from Karen  From the Chair’s Chair 

(Editor's note: Karen Goldstone-Friedrich has been the 
Faith-Life Coordinator at Trinity for seven years, she is 
currently on a medical leave, but hoping to be back early 
in the new year) 
 

When I heard that the theme for this Trinity Team was 
peace and reconciliation I started to ponder what that 
meant for me. It is easy to associate the terms with apart-
heid and residential schools, but more difficult to think 
about that phrase in my individual life. I feel very blessed 
to have quite a peaceful personality, and feel peaceful 
most of the time. I think I have been able to find or create 
reconciliation in the problematic areas as they arise. In my 
humanness, however, I can only get so far. I love the 
phrase the pastor says as an invitation to receive Holy 
Communion, "The gifts of God for the people of God". 
Peace and reconciliation are some of the "gifts of God for 
the people of God". I think about moments of peace that 
pass all understanding (Philippians  4:6-7), and I think 
about the ultimate reconciliation, Jesus' death and resur-
rection so we be reconciled to God. Both of these are ide-
as that are so mind-boggling, so true, and so joy produc-
ing, I am in awe!  

I know many of you have been steadfast in praying for 
me, and I am so grateful. I had a funny little thought the 
other day based on the concept from the movie, "It's a 
Wonderful Life". In the movie every time a bell is rung 
there is a reference to an angel getting its wings. What if 
every prayer meant the exploding of one cancer cell? 
Don't really think it works that way, but it brings a smile 
to my face when I think about it. All the little pops in my 
body.  

I'm doing quite well. After an extremely bumpy start to 
chemotherapy, we have worked out a drug combination 
that leaves me with an acceptable level of side effects. I 
will be finished chemo and the two hard weeks after it at 
Thanksgiving. Hoping to make it to Trinity for a truly 
thankful Thanksgiving that morning and can hardly wait 
to see you!  

Karen  

A step towards reconciliation 
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The National Convention was three days packed from 
morning well into evening with worship, guest speakers, 
and business meetings. I found it very interesting, and I en-
joyed meeting Lutherans from all over Canada and hearing 
what they are up to. I also reconnected with Victoria 
Mwamasika - perhaps you remember her from her time as a 
member of Trinity? Victoria has been a pastor in Saskatche-
wan a number of years now, and was the convention chap-
lain. Here she is in one of many convention videos you can 
watch: https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=uyercqv8PIo&list=PLEaqcptLthDlAGCg-
SFnEw5PcwasUHRpE&index=1 (@ 1:08 minutes) 

Susan Johnson was re-elected as national bishop with a 
large majority. (The only serious contender was our own 
Bishop Larry Kochendorfer. ) Bishop Johnson launched a 
new four-year emphasis on Living our Faith: Pray, Read, 
Worship, Love. Starting this month we are invited to join in 
a year of prayer: to learn about prayer, grow in our experi-
ence of prayer and deepen our regular prayer practice, both 
in church and at home. 

The national church is doing some excellent work to lead 
and support congregations. For example, I was very im-
pressed with the calibre of the task force on medical assis-
tance in dying, and the resources and policy documents they 
have created. I realized that at the national level, the ELCIC 
is able to recruit expertise and talent that local congrega-
tions do not have the capacity for. So here are two high-
lights of policies and resources the ELCIC has developed 
for us and that we adopted at the Convention:  

The Call to Journey Faithfully With Those Who Are Dy-
ing - a policy for end-of-life decisions, including physician-
assisted death. The church is called to be present with peo-
ple in all their ups and downs, including decisions at the 
end of life. The policy emphasizes the need for quality pal-
liative care including spiritual care, the value and dignity of 
each person, and the need to monitor physician-assisted 
death (e.g., is it more prevalent among certain popula-
tions?). 
https://elcic.app.box.com/s/ghr8b9rjgpsay5jjdtzepn2mq5zig
qqh/file/464902268712 There is also a study guide on the 
topic, a resource for equipping clergy and laity to minister 
in end-of-life situations: http://elcic.ca/decisions-at-the-end-
of-life/documents/MAIDStudyGuide2016_FINAL.pdf 

Reimagining Our Church—Public Ministry in the ELCIC 
- with this document and the attendant motions, the ELCIC 
strives to strengthen the role of laypeople in the mission of 
God. 
https://elcic.app.box.com/s/ghr8b9rjgpsay5jjdtzepn2mq5zig
qqh/file/464887179844 The overall goal, as I understand it, 
is to move away from a pastor-centred model of ministry by 
the "expert" (the pastor) mainly inside and to congrega-
tions, to one where we are all empowered disciples of Jesus 
in all parts of our lives. It involves a  
"reimagining" of the role of deacons (diaconal ministers) 
and a "refocusing" of the role of pastors. The role of these 
"public ministers" in this model shifts as follows: "One of 

the important tasks of public ministers is to enable lay peo-
ple to exercise their vocations in the world. […] Leaders are 
no longer mainly givers of information, but rather those 
who can create space for important conversation and dis-
cernment. They need to be able to work collaboratively. 
[…] In addition to themselves being theologically trained, 
called public ministers need to be able to teach theological 
thinking and reflection to others. They need to be skilled in 
helping lay people discern their gifts and experience for 
ministry […]" (p. 40f), where "ministry" includes but is not 
limited to traditional ministry within congregations. I highly 
recommend this document and the reader's guide 
(https://elcic.app.box.com/s/ghr8b9rjgpsay5jjdtzepn2mq5zi
gqqh/file/464884015802). It will help us as we make deci-
sions about Trinity's future. 

The Convention's theme was "Called to Journey Togeth-
er: The Ministry of Reconciliation". It had three foci: Crea-
tion, Indigenous Peoples, and People of other Faiths. Re-
garding the last, we responded in the affirmative to A Com-
mon Word between Us and You - an invitation by Muslim 
religious leaders to Christian denominations to "to  come 
together  with  us  on  the  basis  of  what  is  common  to  
us,  which  is  also  what  is  most essential to our faith and 
practice: the Two Commandments of love." (p. 3) 
https://elcic.app.box.com/s/ghr8b9rjgpsay5jjdtzepn2mq5zig
qqh/file/464902117433  

We also heard an excellent presentation on inter-faith dia-
logue. (See  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MCfQzYgW1sw&lis
t=PLEaqcptLthDlAGCg-SFnEw5PcwasUHRpE&index=8.) 
It suggested that such dialogue is best carried out as 
"dialogic activism" – working together on common causes, 
involving not only official church leaders but marginalized 
people. There was an excellent example of campus ministry 
at Luther College at the University of Regina, where Chap-
lain Sean Bell had invited a young Muslim woman and a 
young queer Jewish woman to co-organize a forum series 
on a topic important to them. As Sean Bell said, "just be a 
good neighbour and leave the salesman pitch out in the 
rain." 

Of immediate relevance to our daily practice at Trinity 
and at home are two motions that were passed: 
 a motion encouraging congregations and individuals to 

reduce their reliance on single-use plastics 
 a motion affirming, "that women and men, 

transgender and non-binary people, members of the les-
bian, gay, bisexual, beer, two-spirit, asexual, and hetero-
sexual communities - regardless of age - deserve to have 
their individual identities, titles and pronouns respected 
and upheld within their communities of faith." The mo-
tion also calls on the National Church to engage in prac-
tices that more fully engage all people, and speak out 
against instances of hatred and discrimination based on 

...see Convention - page 11 

Called to Journey Together: The Ministry of Reconcilia on 
Report from the ELCIC Na onal Conven on, July 11‐13 2019, Regina 

Andrea Wilhelm, ABT Synod lay delegate 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uyercqv8PIo&list=PLEaqcptLthDlAGCg-SFnEw5PcwasUHRpE&index=1
https://elcic.app.box.com/s/ghr8b9rjgpsay5jjdtzepn2mq5zigqqh/file/464902268712
https://elcic.app.box.com/s/ghr8b9rjgpsay5jjdtzepn2mq5zigqqh/file/464887179844
https://elcic.app.box.com/s/ghr8b9rjgpsay5jjdtzepn2mq5zigqqh/file/464902117433
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Hadado Family Update 
Trinity’s official sponsorship is 

coming to an end, as September 27, 
2019 marks a full year since Jomaa, 
Kamar, Nour, Hala, Ahmed, Abdel, 
and Marwa arrived on a sunny day in 
Edmonton. The family is doing well 
and certainly appreciate the peace that 
they have found in Canada. Jomaa is 
discussing plans to start a business 
with another immigrant from Syria, 
Kamar is continuing her English clas-
ses, and the kids are heading back to 
school. The family moved to a new 
home a few months ago and enjoyed 
planting a garden in the backyard. 

Language continues to be a chal-

lenge to communication but every 
time we visit, someone displays a new 
word or phrase they have picked up. 
The family will continue to face hur-
dles as they work towards integration 
and becoming independent, but we 
hope that we have given them a good 
start and will continue to be available 
to help out as needed.  

Thank you to everyone who contrib-
uted the time, prayers, and donations 
that allowed us to welcome this family 
to Canada! Salaam-Alaikum (Peace be 
unto you). 

Jeff Gusdal 

The Rest of the Story… 
A.  When I talked to Jesus about this and asked him to order 

Mary to actually help me serve the guests, he said that 
she had “chosen the better part.” I have since given this a 
lot of thought and realized that spending time in the pres-
ence of other people is really more important than mak-
ing sure the food that gets eaten is as pretty as possible.  
Those talks with our fellow brothers and sisters in the 
Lord are of more lasting value than our platters of food 
that disappear in a matter of seconds. I have been spend-
ing way too much of my mental focus on superficialities.  
Jesus’ response let me see my sister in a different light 
and helped to grow my faith. (Martha, sister of Mary 
and Lazarus of Bethany, see Luke 10: 38-42 and John 
11: 21 – 27) 

B. I don’t know how it worked, but the years went by, my 
bother Jacob had gone into hiding, my parents passed 
away and years later, I received word that he was return-
ing to make peace with me, bringing me gifts, many of 
his flocks and other livestock to win back my favor. Odd-
ly, I was no longer angry. I hadn’t needed that blessing 
my father was going to speak out over me as I have been 
blessed by his direct presence in my life for all the years 
Jacob was gone and ended up with more than enough to 
meet the needs of my family. Jacob and I could meet 
again in peace, thanks be to God!  (Jacob & Esau, see 
Genesis 27, 32,  33) 

C. Wow, I can’t believe it!!! I got to the well and this Jewish 
man asked me for a drink of water. A) He bridged the 
taboo about not having men speak with an unaccompa-
nied woman. B) He bridged the gap about Jews not 
speaking to Samaritans, but most importantly, He talked 
to me about how He is the Water of Eternal Life! Like a 
prophet, He could see right into me and my past and all I 
could feel was the warm feeling of being blessed. I just 
had to get the word out that the Messiah is here for each 
one of us, regardless of our past history and feelings of 
self-doubt etc. He washes us clean and lets us begin 
anew! (The Samaritan Woman at the Well, John 4, 4-
42) 

D. I tell you, the Lord sure works in wondrous ways! So 
here we thought we’d kill little Joseph to put an end to 
his lording it over us. But just as we were about to do that 

God sent along those travelling slave traders and we were 
able to make ourselves some spending money by selling 
Joseph to them. Poor dad, we had lied to him about hav-
ing found Joseph killed by lions. He never got over that. 
Till last week, when we found out that all these years 
later, much to our disbelief Joseph was still alive!! And 
he had been the one chosen by God to help save endless 
lives. Because of those dreams he kept having, he was 
able to interpret the Pharaoh’s dreams, dreams about the 
upcoming famine and what to do to stave off the starva-
tion of multiple nations. None of us can really believe it, 
least of all Joseph who spent all these years in prison and 
in the fear of death. Praise be to God, when we look back 
at this amazing journey and see how each step was some-
how meant to happen. There are no more hard feelings 
between us all. And the great thing is that Dad gets so see 
Joseph again, so many years later! (Joseph and his 
brothers,  Genesis 37 & onward) 

sexual orientation, gender identity, and gender expres-
sion. 

The first motion is one small step in reconciliation with 
creation, the second in reconciliation with the LGBTQ+ 
community. 

Overall, I believe that the ELCIC is on a good path. The 
spirit of the Convention was hopeful, upbeat, energetic and 
thoughtful. Some of our partnerships (e.g., with the Angli-
cans) and policies (e.g., on reimagining public ministry) 
are admired by Lutheran churches in other countries. I real-
ize I am very happy to belong to the ELCIC.  

To see pictures and much more, including videos of ser-
mons by Martin Junge, chair of the Lutheran World Feder-
ation, and Elizabeth Eaton, Bishop of the ELCA, visit the 
convention highlights: http://elcic.ca/In-Convention/2019-
Regina/dailyhighlights.cfm 

And I would be happy to answer any questions you may 
have - just talk to me after church! 

 
With gratefulness for having been a delegate, 

Andrea Wilhelm 

Convention - from page 10 

Keeping the church 
weird 

 
At Trinity we have started thinking 
about the future and our mission go-
ing forward. This short video of a talk 
by Rachel Held Evans helped me 
identify and consider some key issues 
using the gospels and sacraments in a 
way that makes sense to me as a 
member of ELCIC: https://
www.youtube.com/watch?
v=kZQWfRU4tPw&feature=youtu.be 
I invite you to watch it and talk to me 
about it. 

Peggy Boss 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kZQWfRU4tPw&feature=youtu.be
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The Trinity Team is a publication of Trinity Evangeli-
cal Lutheran Church, Edmonton, Alberta.  The Team is 
published 3-4 times a year - in August, in December, and 
in April under the auspices of the Communications Com-
mittee. 
Next publication date: December 2019. 
The Team is intended to serve the members of Trinity 
Lutheran Church as a comprehensive communications 
tool.  The editors welcome your comments or questions.  
Please submit all Team articles, information, comments 
or questions to: Trinity Office (office@trinity-
lutheran.ab.ca)  or drop them off at the church office - 
Attn: Trinity Team 
 Trinity Lutheran Church, 2019 
Source should be acknowledged if material reproduce in 
whole or in part. 

Worship Committee Invitation 
Take a leap of faith and be part of Trinity Lutheran’s Worship 
and Music Committee. We are looking for new members. Does 

Worship and Music inter-
est you? Come partici-
pate in a few meetings to 
see if this a fit for you. 
We meet the second 
Tuesday of every month 
from 9:30 to 11:00 a.m. 
with our next few meet-
ings being Tuesday, Oc-
tober 8th and November 
12th. Feel free to connect 
with any Committee 
member for further infor-
mation: Barbara Ritter 
(Committee Chair), Pas-
tor Ingrid, Intern Pastor 
Erin, Jordan Van Biert 
(Music), Sylvia Becker 
(Council Chair), Eileen 
Hay, Shauna Krismer, 
and Peggy Boss.   

Thanks to Our Counters 
There are many volunteers that help behind the 

scenes, and counting our offering is one of them. 
We would like to give a special THANKS to OTTO 
& IRENE SCHAAF, who have been faithful and 
dedicated come rain or shine to count once a week 
for 30 years. They have decided to retire this month 
but will fill in 
as others go on 
vacation. 

 Otto always 
brings his well 
sharpened 
pocket knife 
and slits open 
the many en-
velopes, and in 
counting the 
loose offering 
he’s become a 
pro at unfold-
ing the many 
creases in the 
bills. In the 
past Irene 
would help 
count the cash 
and find our mistakes when someone would miss a 
bill or count one too many. My mouth waters when 
I think of her delicious sauerkraut cabbage rolls, 
which she’d make for our annual counters' Christ-
mas luncheon. 

 A special THANK YOU also goes to BETTY 
ROST who retired about 3 years ago due to her 
health. She also was part of the original counting 
group that started in January 1990. Betty would be 
there early and set up for the counting and once fin-
ished with the counting, in earlier years, she would 
stay to help tidy up the sanctuary and also helped 
with the library. I couldn’t believe how fast Betty 
could add a column of numbers when adding up the 
many cheques in the deposit book. 

Trudy Davis 

THANK YOU TO THE  

SUMMER MUSICIANS 

I would like to take a moment to thank all of the people who 
came to Trinity this summer to provide special music for summer 
services. For the past 15 years when Trinity's musical groups 
wind down for the summer, I set up special music for each Sun-
day from mid-June to the end of August. Thank you for taking 
the time to prepare, practice, rehearse and share your music with 
us. Thanks to: Anne + Orianna Campbell (trombone), Mya Col-
well (piano + trombone), C.R.C. quintet (Anika Guillaume + 
Madilyn Hofstede cellos and Julianne/Lynnea/Rachael Hofstede 
violins), Janet Dougan (cello), Bonnie Gregory (violin), Christi-
na Kant (harp), Shauna Krismer (piano), Cherie Larson 
(piano+viola), Cody Miller (cello), Sabrina Perez (soprano), 
Eden Rutto (violin), Savannah Seibel (viola) and Frank Thede 
(bass).  

Thanks a million.  

Cherie Larson......Trinity‘s keyboardist. 

Round table dinner dialogue  
Last Wednesday was the first round table dialogue dinner at 

Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church on the last Wed. of each 
month. (Sept. 25th, Oct. 30th, Nov 27th   - 5:30 PM to 7:30 PM).  

We invite you to join us as we look at amazing grace as a lived 
experience and awaken our grace mindset with mental tools to 
navigate a new era. Bring a friend or partner to break bread to-
gether with us. Expect agape love and human brainpower inter-
actions and discussions that equip us for navigating our world. 
Dinner provided.  

For further information or to let us know that you’ll join our 
upcoming roundtable, email Ellen at ewebermita@gmail.com. 




