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Once again, friends, we are in the midst 
of the season of Advent – the season of Ho-
ly Waiting – which leads into the season of 
Christmas. Once again, Covid has left its 
lasting impacts, and we are still learning to 
live our lives with its presence in our midst 
(along with colds, flus, and RSV). Once 
again, we take deep breaths and wonder 
how we will manage these impacts along 
with holiday stress, family dinners, extra 
church services, difficult anniversaries, and 
that ever present ghost we know as “The-
Expectation-To-Be-Filled-With-Holiday-
Joy-All-The-Time” – a nasty little spectre 
who never seems to go away! 

I have just finished throwing together 
some bread dough that is now happily ris-
ing in the sun on the counter. Flour – check; 
salt – check; yeast – check; water – check. 
All of these separate elements are propor-
tionately mixed into a gooey, sticky mass; 
and that mass will eventually turn into a 
warm, crusty loaf of artisanal bread.  

For that to happen, however, the yeast 
itself needs to die; for the separate elements 
to become one dough in the rising, the salt 
needs to disappear; for these ingredients to 
be palatable to humanity, the flour must 
cease being flour alone and become one 
with all these other elements together. Once 
the baked bread is ready to be cut, and I 
slice myself off a piece (or, if I’m honest, 
two or three – especially with homemade 
butter and jam), every single ingredient will 
need to have died to itself and become 
something altogether new. If they fail in 
doing so, chances are the bread will taste 
terrible. A well baked loaf will have seen 
the total transformation of each element 
into a binding and creation of one radical 
new thing: bread. 

We don’t like to talk about death very 
often. Even as Lutherans, we tend to race 
towards resurrection and Easter and eternal 
life forever and ever. However, new life – 
birth and rebirth – calls us to recognize 
death when we encounter it. To be honest 
about its presence in our lives, and its role 

in the rebirthing process. Ironically, death is 
the thing we fear the most; the thing we 
believe we can stave off with microgreens, 
creams, or extra steps; or that elephant in 
the room we can’t name out loud. We’ll 
talk about “Joe having passed away”, or 
how a dear friend “didn’t make it”, or how 
our gardens simply “didn’t grow”. We’ll do 
almost anything not to confess death as…
death. 

Truth be told, death needs to be named. 
And the role of death needs to be recog-
nized. Not for its own sake, but for ours. 

When a child is born, there is the death of 
a pregnancy (many folks experiencing post-
partum depression will testify to this special 
kind of grief); when someone is laid off 
from work, there is death of routine, of 
plans for the future, and of a job well-loved; 
when a beloved family member and friend 
comes to the end of their physical life, there 
is a final death of their body.  

They die. 
We can use all kinds of euphemisms and 

spiritual languages to help us cope through 
these hard times, but here is reality: we die. 

Gardens die and 
seasons die; stages 
in life die and 
plans for the future 
die; friends die, 
family dies, and 
yes – we die.  

It is healthy, 
safe, and okay to 
speak this truth out 
loud. 

Now this does 
not mean all deaths 
are just or right or 
naturally timed; 
this does not mean 
we should just 
shrug death off and 
go on our ways. 
What it does mean 
is that for new life 

...see Life, Death - page 2 
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Bishop’s Message  

December 2022 Message for Congregations and  
Lay and Rostered Leaders  

Dear beloved of God - 
Do you have a relative who keeps track of the family tree? 

Someone who knows who all the second cousins are, what 
became of Aunt Anna, and where your middle name comes 
from? Someone who knows the heroes, the tricksters, and the 
secrets? Maybe that person is you. If you are a genealogy 
adventurer, you are going to love the genealogy according to 
Matthew 1:117.   

Matthew is getting ready for a birth. To prepare, our host 
has pulled out charts and yellowed family photos to demon-
strate that this baby comes from an established bloodline trac-
ing all the way back to Abraham, right down to a carpenter 
named Joseph. It is quite a feat, really, diagramming forty-
two (42!) generations of a family tree.   

As Matthew moves through his chart, a pattern unfolds, 
"Jechoniah was the father of Salathiel, and Salathiel the fa-
ther of Zerubbabel." So-and-so was the father of so-and-so, 
and on and on. Traditionally, one’s lineage was traced from 
fathers to sons. Curiously, wonderfully, Matthew’s genealogy 
breaks this cadence and includes the names of five women: 
Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, Bathsheba, and Mary, each with a story 
to tell. Several of the women were gentiles, some had experi-
enced great trauma, and each was tenacious in their loyalty to 
Yahweh.   

When we get to the carpenter from Nazareth the gospel 
writer breaks cadence again. "Eliazar the father of Matthan, 
Matthan the father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Joseph, 
the husband of Mary." Matthew does not describe Joseph as 
"the father of." He is a husband – a husband to Mary, the 
woman who gave birth to the Messiah.    

Matthew makes it clear that Joseph has no biological con-
nection to the baby born in Bethlehem. And he does it again 
when he tells Joseph's story. On learning that his fiancée is 
pregnant, Joseph is visited by an angel. The angel explains 
that Mary's baby is not Joseph's child. This babe belongs to 
God.   

This is, of course, the story of Christmas. But it is a bit of a 
headscratcher. Perhaps Matthew is saying out loud what we 
all know to be true: families are messy. If you look at our 
genealogies, you will find separation and abandonment. You 
will see places where names have been crossed out, scribbled 
over, and downright erased. Some of us belong to families 
where diagramming our relationships requires a degree in 
ancestral calculus.    

At this time of year – this "family time" when all is sup-
posed to be jolly and perfect – our flawed trees stand out in 
our minds. So we do what all normal Christmas tree owners 
do: we spin the greenery around until the best side faces the 
room. We live in the hope that no one will notice our hidden 
imperfections.  

But Matthew actually refuses to hide the imperfections! He 
spins the scruffiest parts of the baby's family tree toward the 
room. His genealogy highlights disreputable moments in the 
family's history. In effect, the angel tells Joseph, “God is in 
the middle of the mess that you find so disconcerting. The 
same God who was there in all the not your family tree, is in 
the midst of this moment."  

Illuminated Bibles from the Middle Ages often depict the 
first chapter of Matthew's Gospel as an elaborate family tree. 

Men and women perch on each branch like ornaments. At the 
top of the tree stands Mary, holding the infant Jesus. Along-
side the tree, Matthew stands, holding a scroll and a pen, still 
adding names to the genealogy.  

In a nutshell, this is Christmas. Here the holy infant pre-
sides over our trees. I'm not talking about the ones with glass 
balls and tinsel. Here Christ embraces our families in all their 
messiness. Here Matthew stands, waiting for you, pen in 
hand. He is going to write your name on a branch. Protest all 
you want. Matthew is going to scribble away!  

"This," he will say, "is how God operates: forever grafting 
our flawed families and our fractured selves into a story of 
immeasurable hope." 

In Christ Jesus  
Shalom, +Larry  

to spring forth, death needs to happen at some point. 
Death, as a part of God’s cycle of creation, remains a part 
of how God acts and works in our world and in our lives.  

We are called to see the faces of Christ in this mysterious 
and frightening process we call death – not to sugar coat it 
or tiptoe around it. When we are able to share the truth and 
stories about death in the language of God’s love, death 
returns to its rightful place within creation and slowly ceas-
es its grip of fear. 

As we continue this very slow emergence into our new 
normal (thanks, Covid), we are being called to see where 
certain things, habits, rituals, relationships, desires, con-
sumptions, beliefs, and values all have come to their lives. 
For new life to become a rich, new reality in our midst, 
these older perspectives and wants must give way in order 
to become part of something else. 

I get it: these are hard words to hear. How many of us 
have lost people over the past couple of years either due to 
Covid or climate change or the impacts of flagging health 
systems? It bears repeating that not all deaths are just – at 
all. But we can learn to separate the injustice of such 
deaths from the holiness of the death itself. Injustice we are 
called to address through advocacy, demonstration, change
-making, inclusion and love; death we are called to be hon-
est about, to see God in, and to share in mutual grief, sor-
row, and healing.  

The flour, the yeast, the salt, and the water – essential 
elements up until this point – now need to die as them-
selves in order to become something new. As we journey 
through this season of Holy Waiting, let us dare to de-
spiritualize death in order to step into a new season of hon-
esty. We have all lost too many loved ones, and lost too 
much hope, zeal, and optimism over the past couple of 
years for us to offer anything less than honesty all wrapped 
in the compassionate love of God.  

Death is a part of our lives. Here it is. Right here. 
Now that it has been spoken aloud, now that we are sit-

ting with it, now…and only now…can we slowly begin to 
look for the new life already gestating in God. 

Come to this strange and liberating space with me, 
friends. Come discover it with me in the baking of bread 
and the simple daily tasks of birth and rebirth. Come and 
know the hope of new life in Christ. Amen. 

Life, Death... from page 1 
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Over the past 120 years, Trinity has had dedicated pastors 
who have created a place of community and worship. 
Countless projects have been undertaken, outreach in the 
community has created positive change in and around the 
church, and above all, connections have been formed be-
tween Trinity members, adjacent church communities, and 
Trinity’s surrounding neighborhood.  

I spoke with the full-time pastors who have engaged Trin-
ity in ministry over the past 20 years to hear about their fa-
vorite moments, projects, and hopes and prayers for Trinity 
moving forward. This is what they had to say! 

 
Pastor Markus Wilhelm — pastor at Trinity from 2003 
to 2013:  

“One of my favorite memories [at Trinity were] the times 
of worship in the beautiful sanctuary, with beautiful music, 
working with Cherie Larson and then also with Jordan Van 
Biert,” says Pastor Markus. “It was just a joy to worship in 
the building.”  

“I appreciated the decorating that they did for the big holi-
days [at Trinity],” he adds. “One thing that was unique at 
Trinity that I [haven’t] seen in any other churches so far was 
what they did for Pentecost. They always brought branches 
of… birch trees into the sanctuary and decorated the pews 
and the altar area with those. It was just beautiful.” 

Christmas services were another fond memory for Pastor 
Markus. “Christmas Eve was very special in this church, 
particularly because of the configuration of the space with 
the balconies,” he says. “If you had a full house with people 
holding candles downstairs and upstairs, and you stood 
there at the front and looked at that and sang ‘Stille Nacht,’ 
it was just moving.”  

Another one of his favorite memories was going to 
Whitehorse with the youth group from Trinity and a few 
other churches around the city.  

Since his time at Trinity, Pastor Markus has been minis-
tering at Glory Lutheran Church in Sherwood Park as their 
solo pastor. “It's been an exciting place to be doing minis-
try,” he says.  

As for Trinity, Pastor Markus has a few words of encour-
agement: “I hope that the congregation carries the Gospel,” 
he says, “and it's not an easy thing to do, but I think 
[Trinity] is in a good position to do just what God wants 
you to do.” 

 
Pastor Jason Anderson — pastor at Trinity from 2016 to 
2019:  

Pastor Jason remembers the call interviews at Trinity 
well. “I just felt so humbled and honored and privileged to 
receive the call at Trinity,” he says. “It was such a beautiful, 
beautiful call, and such a lovely community.” 

“I wanted to do a very good job for all these people… 
especially those who had to surrender something that was 
very near and dear to them, and that was the German lan-
guage,” he continues, as he doesn’t speak German.  

Looking back at his time at Trinity, Pastor Jason has 
many fond memories, particularly surrounding the music at 
Trinity: “I remember over and over and over again needing 
to try to collect myself and my emotions… in response to 

music that we heard, oftentimes [because of how] the choir 
worked in connection… with the whole… context of that 
worship service.” 

Then there were the bluegrass Sundays that ran during the 
summer. “We would kind of expect to have hardly anybody 
attending because everybody is [on holidays], and all of a 
sudden the church is packed full of all this wonder and all 
this different music,” says Pastor Jason. “I think it is a testa-
ment to [the] breadth and scope of cultural diversity and 
spiritual wonder that exists at Trinity.” 

And while there was Christmas and Easter and Refor-
mation Sunday to look forward to every year, it was the 
Wednesday evenings that were really special to Pastor Ja-
son. “On Wednesday nights, it was just this gathering of 
committees and meetings and choir practice, and we would 
have events, people would bring in food, and it felt like a 
family,” he says. “A very organic kind of community of 
support just happened, and I always looked forward to 
that.”  

“I really loved working with Ingrid,” he adds. “Ingrid was 
brilliant and powerful and caring… she was a lovely person 
to work with and in a sense a great mentor for me also.” 

Pastor Jason also cherishes the time he spent working 
with the youth group, and his campus ministry at NAIT. 
“[This is] where I really kind of felt like, ‘Oh yeah. This is 
my calling. This is me at my best,’” he says.  

Since his time at Trinity, Pastor Jason has moved to an-
other Trinity — Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
Oak Lawn, Illinois — where he is the senior pastor. He is 
balancing family life (sleepovers, school schedules, etc.) 
with ministry and embracing a leadership role at his church. 
He misses Trinity and the quirks of Canada, but he gets to 
explore the best of Chicago, from the Art Institute of Chica-
go to world-class downtown restaurants.  

As for words of encouragement and hopes he has for 
Trinity, Pastor Jason says, “Have fun and embrace that joy 
that's within each member and to let that be their collective 
voice.”  

 
Pastor Ingrid Cramer-Doerschel — pastor at Trinity 
from 2006 to 2021:  

Pastor Ingrid was drawn to Trinity because of the bilin-
gual congregation, and she and her husband had always 
wanted to live abroad. She heard that Trinity was looking 
for a pastor through DELKINA, a conference that connects 
German-speaking pastors to positions in Canada and the 
US, and she was happy to accept a call at Trinity.  

“I received a warm welcome and a lot of help and sup-
port,” Pastor Ingrid says.  

Looking back, Pastor Ingrid has many, many fond memo-
ries at Trinity. In particular, the confirmation classes stand 
out for her. “Confirmation classes… belong really to my 
most favorite memories now. Mulhurst, snowball fights, hot 
chocolate, the Easter Vigil, preparing that stuff,” she says.  

She remembers one class in particular where she needed 
the confirmands to help carry things from the sanctuary to 
another room in the church. “I couldn't even finish my sen-
tence and the people all got up and went into the sanctuary 

..see Looking Back - page 7 

Looking back with Trinity’s Pastors 
By Mya Colwell 
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November 26 marked the end of the “Season after Pente-
cost”. It seems to me that people usually think of this as 
the season of Pentecost, but it isn’t… Pentecost is just one 
day in which we celebrate the birth of the Christian 
Church through the coming of the Holy Spirit. That first 
Pentecost happened on a regularly celebrated religious day 
also called the Festival of Weeks which was 50 days 
(that’s what Pentecost can be translated as: 50 days) after 
the celebration of the Passover – this day was also con-
nected with harvest time (kind of an early Thanksgiving 
Day) for the Jewish people. God often takes time-tested 
things to rename and re-interpret for people in the present. 

Anyway… this time we have (the longest season!) after 
Pentecost really doesn’t have much of a name. Some call it 
“Ordinary Time”. We use the color green for this season to 
denote a time of growth – church growth. (Pentecost is red 
for fire and change). Before we passed the end of this sea-
son (the end happened November 26th, with the last Sun-
day being November 20th) we did have a few color chang-
es for different significant events that we remembered. 

The nearest color change was on October 31st and No-
vember 1st. We celebrated this color change on October 
30th because that is the closest Sunday. The change was 
from green to red with a similar reason to the Day of Pen-
tecost: a time of change. You might think that we are cele-
brating something to do with Halloween – and you’d only 
be partially correct. October 31st is a commemoration of 
the beginning of the Reformation. There are some ele-
ments of celebration here; we think that there was some 
good and proper re-orientation to God, scripture, and faith 
but there were also some quite divisive things that hap-
pened at that time that we don’t want to celebrate but in-
stead remember so that we will try to avoid them in the 
future. (There was a lot of bloodshed and name calling and 
judgment between some very faithful followers of Christ.) 

By the way, the connection to Halloween is that Martin 
Luther posted 95 discussion points on the town bulletin 
board (church door) on the day of All Hallows Eve. That 
day was a day connected with the belief that unholy spirits 
had more of a presence on that evening – kind of a scary 
time for people in those days, but they had assurance that 
God was stronger than those spirits. 

Immediately, the color changed to white for All Saints 
Day which is November 1st (and then we celebrated All 
Saints Sunday on November 6th). White is used to portray 
purity and holiness. This is the day in which the unholy 
spirits are overcome with those who have died in the faith 
of Christ. 

The color returned to green until the last Sunday of the 
Church year (this year it was November 20). This is Christ 
the King Sunday. The vestment color may remain green or 
be changed to white. Here we celebrate the expected return 
of Jesus as King of kings and Lord of lords. 

The very next Sunday marked the start of a new church 
year. The color changed to blue for hope (we use purple 

because we don’t currently have blue paraments). In the 
season of Advent, which always includes just 4 Sundays, 
we remember the coming of Jesus as a baby and the prom-
ise that Jesus will come again. Trinity, like many churches, 
uses an Advent wreath with 4 or 5 candles. One additional 
candle is lit on each successive Sunday with the 5th one lit 
on Christmas day (we light the Christ Candle on Christmas 
day). This symbolizes the coming of the light of the world. 
It is no surprise that this also coincides quite closely with 
the shortest day of the northern hemisphere and the begin-
ning of the lengthening of each day into the new year. 

Finally, in this calendar year, we come to Christmas 
which uses white paraments. Again: purity, holiness, and 
celebration are what this color is intended to remind us of 
as we remember the birth of Jesus (God-made-flesh or 
God-with-us). The season of Christmas begins on Christ-
mas Day and lasts for 12 days. In the new year, we come 
to the season of Epiphany (green) in which we are remind-
ed of how Jesus is revealed (epiphany meaning) to the 
world and revered by the world with the coming of the 
Magi (Wisemen or Kings from the East). 

Lots happening in the next little while. 
Pastor Calvin 

In community with one another, we are called to be the embodi-
ment of God’s love in the world. 

For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven 
Ecclesiastes 3:1 

Grace to you and peace from God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
A look at what happens in the church year through to the end of 2022. 

LAYERED PUMPKIN GINGERSNAP DESSERT 
Ingredients: 

30 gingersnaps, finely crushed (about 1-1/2 cups) 
1/4 cup butter or margarine, melted 
1-1/2 pkg. (250 g each) brick cream cheese (375 g), sof-

tened 
1/4 cup sugar 
2 cups plus 2 Tbsp. milk, divided 
3 cups thawed  whipped topping, divided 
1-3/4 cups canned pumpkin 
2 pkg. (4-serving size each)  Vanilla Instant Pudding 
1-1/2 tsp. pumpkin 

pie spice 
 

Directions: 
Step 1 
Combine gingersnap 
crumbs and butter; 
press onto bottom of 
13x9-inch baking dish. 
Freeze for 10 min. 
Step 2 
Beat cream cheese, sugar and 2 Tbsp. milk in a large bowl 
with a mixer until blended. Add 1-1/4 cups whipped topping; 
mix well. Spread onto crust. 
Step 3 
Whisk pumpkin, dry pudding mixes, spice and remaining 
milk in medium bowl 2 min. (Mixture will be thick.) Spread 
over the cream cheese layer. 
Step 4 
Refrigerate 4 hours or until firm. Top with remaining 
whipped topping before serving. 
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Called into Worship 

Come, praise the Lord - Psalm 134:1-2 

WELCOME AARON ADDORISIO 

On October 17, 2022, Trinity welcomed Aaron Addorisio, our new interim 
English choir conductor.    You may have seen him providing percussion on 
the djembe and + shakers for the African liturgy and + African Psalm sung by 
the choir during the special service in October.      
  Aaron is no stranger in our midst as you may see him playing on the drum 
kit, leading the CWG (Contemporary Worship Group) or, playing a low brass 
instrument in the TIE (Trinity Instrumental Ensemble).   
As a former choral scholar at Trinity,  he can be found singing tenor, bass, or 
any part needed in the English choir.  In addition,  he regularly sings in both 
the Chronos and DaCamera choirs.    
You may also see Aaron at the back of the church facilitating our on-line ser-
vice live-streams.  In addition, Aaron does professional recordings and cre-
ates videos for musical groups. 
What you may not know is that Aaron is a music arranger and composer who 
was recently declared one of the winners of the 2022 Young Composer 
Awards through SOCAN, the Society of Composers, Authors and Music Pub-
lishers of Canada.  Be sure to congratulate him on this incredibly fantastic 
achievement when you see him! 
The English choir rehearses on Wednesday evenings at 7pm and Aaron in-
vites everyone to come and sing. 
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Church Council, Chair: Monica Bishop 
We meet monthly to discuss matters of the congregation: 

our mission and direction, receiving reports, providing as-
sistance, approving exceptional committee actions, ad-
dressing staffing needs and wants and providing general 
help with matters of keeping the congregation going. 

Council is a group of faithful, committed and caring 
people who want to see Trinity continue to listen for and 
follow God’s will to the best of our ability. 

Social Justice Group 
Are you interested in helping make the world better for 

everyone? Come join us as we get to know each other bet-
ter while we share the love of Christ in the world around 
us. 

What we do: 
Advocate for affordable housing and reducing homeless-

ness…refugee sponsorship…food bank depot…community 
dinners…care for the environment…reconciliation with 
our First Nations…winter emergency shelter…food pan-
try…learning events 

What we could do: 
You tell us and we will work with you!! 
CONTACT Jeff Gusdal at jgusdal@shaw.ca or ph./text 

780 790 7919 to be added to the contact list to be keep in-
formed opportunities 

Faith Discussion Group 
We are a group of 6-12 that meet once or twice per 

month to share how we are doing in our lives, our joys and 
our challenges. We take turns bringing faith questions to 
the group and we tackle them together, listening too, learn-
ing from each other, and praying together.   

Anything goes, there are no questions that are off limits 
and we are open to having different perspectives as we re-
spect and love each other as individuals.   
CONTACT Jeff Gusdal at jgusdal@shaw.ca or ph./text 
780 790 7919 to be added to the contact list to be keep in-
formed about meeting dates 

Communication Committee, Chair: Monica Bishop, 
Monica@encoresp.com  

We meet regularly to plan for and implement how we 
will communicate within the congregation and with people 
in the community and even further away. We help with 
content for the bulletin; organize, create, and distribute our 
newsletter called Trinity TEAM; design and distribute fly-
ers, posters, brochures, and other communication devices 
to advertise what Trinity is up to and to invite people to 
participate; plan, design, and maintain our website and so-
cial media presence; prepare and administer advertising in 
local media such as newspapers (and radio/TV if we ever 
get that adventurous). 

We would enthusiastically welcome anyone with ideas 
and energy for any form of communication.  

Finance Committee, Chair: Eileen Hay, 
We meet periodically to discuss the finances of the 

church. We encourage people to donate money for the mis-
sion of the church, we work to faithfully make use of the 
resources that people have provided out of their thankful-
ness to God for what they have been set as stewards over. 
We also look to make the recording of finances and infor-
mation in the church helpful in providing ministry to our 
congregation and community. 

Food Bank: Rosanne Thede, & Christine Kennedy 
We participate in the Edmonton Food Bank program. 

Requests for food hampers are received on Monday eve-
nings, food is assembled at the main Food Bank, and dis-
tributed on Tuesday evenings here at Trinity. We serve up 
to 30 families/week with a volunteer core of about 28 peo-
ple. We could always use more help to share the responsi-
bility. 

We also maintain a Food Pantry with basic food supplies 
given to people who stop by the church in need of food. 
Sometimes the need is more immediate than simply once 
per week and those who do not have a home can have dif-
ficulty storing their food. Helpers for this program could 
maintain the food stores and determine what kinds of food 
would be best suited to helping the hungry people who 
knock on our doors. 

We were able to keep these programs open even during 
the pandemic, because the need for food did not end in 
those times. 

German Seniors Group: 
This group has started to gather recently on a monthly 

basis (typically on the second Tuesday of the month). The 
purpose for this group is for fellowship. There is coffee 
and goodies and a little bit of a program to help make the 
month just right.  Call the church office for times and to be 
notified of the date and time of each gathering. 
(There have even been field trips!) 

Personnel Committee: 
This committee helps us have the best compliment of 

people employed by Trinity. They also help each employee 
to reach and maintain their best contributions to Trinity’s 
Mission. This committee has not been active in the last 
while but could be very helpful in the near future. Could 
you help? 

Contact the Church office and one of our Pastors if you 
feel you could be helpful here. 

Property Committee, Chair: Norm Ritter  
We look after the church property. Maintaining the infra-

structure like bricks and mortar, furnaces, plumbing, waste 
management, parking spaces, windows, security, lighting 
and all else to do with the building. We could always use a 

See Groups…  page 7 

Trinity Lutheran Church - List of Groups  

Trinity has a wide variety of groups and committees that support the ministry of the congregation and provide opportuni-
ties for fellowship and spiritual growth.  The community and ministry we call Trinity is only possible through the volun-
tary participation of our members.  Below is a list of some of the groups that are currently active at Trinity. If you are in-
terested in joining any of the groups listed below, please let the chair or coordinator know or tell one of the pastors or the 
church office so we can help you to get involved.  

mailto:jgusdal@shaw.ca
mailto:jgusdal@shaw.ca
mailto:Monica@encoresp.com


Trinity Team December 2022 Page 7 

 

Looking back 

and ran out again with thousands of things in their hands,” 
she says with a laugh. “[There was] so much energy.” 

One of her favorite projects during her time as Trinity’s 
pastor was the creation of the mural on the west side of the 
church because it brought the congregation and the com-
munity together. She remembers one evening where a 
group of people — elderly members of the German con-
gregation, Indigenous individuals, houseless individuals, 
and English congregation members — gathered around a 
table and painted tiles for the mural. “This was just love-
ly,” she says. “This is my most favorite project.” 

The holidays Pastor Ingrid looked forward to the most at 
Trinity were Easter Sunday, first Advent, and Ewigkeits-
sonntag, the last Sunday before Advent where the congre-
gation remembers those who have passed away during the 
year. “The joyful and the less joyful things I was looking 
forward to,” says Pastor Ingrid. “As difficult as it was… 
this is what was very important for many people.” 

During her time at Trinity, Pastor Ingrid had many goals 
for the church. “I think that my goal was always to open up 
the congregation to the community around, to open our 
doors for the crowds, to make sure that everybody would 
be welcomed in a way that they would feel safe and at a 
warm place, to feed people who were without homes, and 
to combine this service with spirituality — so to teach that 
it both belongs together — social justice and the deep spir-
itual belief that God is everywhere and in this all,” she 
says.  

Pastor Ingrid is currently ministering at St. Mark’s Evan-
gelical Lutheran Church in Vancouver with a primarily 
German-speaking congregation. She is working to open the 
church up to the community. And, she loves being able to 
walk on the BC beaches.  

She has many hopes and words of encouragement for 
Trinity moving forward: “I wish, for Trinity, that they will 
continue to grow into being the light of God at this special 
location,” she says. “It's an important spot they have inhab-
ited, so to speak, with this closeness to Whyte Ave and to 
all the people around. There's the potential, and a… duty 
to… reach out to people, to invite them to come in and to 
live. But at the same time, to live the Gospel in a way that 
people are attracted to, so that when they come in through 
the open door, they see warmth and Jesus and faith and 
light.”  

“I really recall many, many fun, good, special times at 
Trinity, which will be forever in my heart,” Pastor Ingrid 
says. “I will never forget it.” 

Looking Back…  from page 3 

Groups and Committees 

few more “handy” people. 

Cemetery Committee 
We help with all things cemetery. There are a number of 

things to do such as maintaining the grounds, arranging 
for opening grave sites for burial, opening and closing 
spaces in the columbarium, and simply being available for 
families to ask questions and arrange for burials of their 
loved ones. We could always use a few more to share the 
load. 

Trinity Lutheran Women, Chair: Marleen Gruenberg,  
We gather as women for bible study, and building rela-

tionships together on a monthly basis. Come and see what 
we are about. 

Ushering, Coordinator: Rosanne Thede  
This group is made up of people wanting to help during 

worship services to make everything run smoothly. Some 
of the tasks include ringing the bell, greeting people as 
they come in to help them to feel welcome, reading a les-
son or two, and helping out with preparing, and guiding 
people forward, and possibly helping to serve commun-
ion. Call one of our pastors if you think you might like to 
help in this way. 

Choirs  
We have several people who love to gather to sing 

praises to God. There is a choir that sings in English and 
another choir that sings in German. Each choir practices 
once per week (German choir is Thursday mornings & 
English choir is Wednesday evenings). The choir then 
helps the congregation on Sunday mornings in singing the 
hymns and provides special music twice per month. 
Come, you will be welcomed. 

Contemporary Worship Group (CWG), Coordinator: 
Aaron Addorisio 

CGW helps lead worship on about one Sunday per 
month. The group is a volunteer collection of people who 
enjoy worshipping with more contemporary music. Partic-
ipation is on a Sunday by Sunday basis so if you enjoy 
singing or playing guitar, piano or percussion please let 
Aaron know. 

TIE (Trinity Instrument Ensemble), Coordinator: Cherie 
Larson 

TIE helps accompany worship about one Sunday per 
month. The group is a volunteer collection of people who 
play an instrument and are willing to share their skills to 
beautify worship. Our group is a mix of strings, wood-
winds, brass and percussion depending in who’s available.  
Participation is on a Sunday by Sunday basis so if you 
have something musical you can offer please let Cherie 
know. 

Groups…  from page 6 
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Baptisms 
Becker - March 5th, 2022 

Gruszczynski - May 28th, 2022 

Lee - July 24th, 2022 

Patmore - August 21st, 2022 

Lindt - September 24th, 2022 
Weddings 

Evelyn Jane Gorman & Chris Williams Varvis - May 
22nd, 2022 

Mary-Ann Maxwell & Benjamin Tulak - July 2nd, 2022 

Thaya Severson & Alex Borrelli - July 23rd, 2022 

Erinne Evenson & Brad Gronemeyer - August 27th, 2022 
[officiated by Pastor Erin at Clymont Community Hall] 

Stephanie Benger & Jay Funnell - September 10th, 2022 

Amanda Greenough & David Sutton - September 17th, 
2022 [officiated by Pastor Erin at Camp Maskepetoon]  

Deaths 

Ernst Friedenberg - November 24, 2021 

Edwin Hennig - December 1, 2021 

Helga Scherer - January 8, 2022 

Rudi Henke - February 9, 2022 

Hans Schrettlinger - March 10, 2022 

Helga Behncke - April 5, 2022 

Jean Whiting - April 21, 2022 

Harold Freund - April 22, 2022 

James Rude - May 9, 2022 

Raul Gustaf Nyroos - May 9, 2022 

Theodor Pretzlaff - May 23, 2022 

Ron Birkoben - July 9, 2022 
Christian Knoechel - July 14, 2022 

Gunther Ludwig - August 19, 2022 

Irmgard Kirch - August 30, 2022 

Ella Kelm - September 15, 2022 

Erwin Witzke - October 15, 2022 

Comings, Goings and Celebrations 
November 22, 2021 to November 26, 2022 
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Christmas Puzzles 
 


